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	Welcome
Hello and Happy Summer! The days of summer are ticking away and we are very excited about our upcoming year at Medina Elementary as your Co-PTA Presidents. 

A little bit about us... 

Kea Rensch is a native Seattle-ite from the Montlake neighborhood and a graduate of Garfield High School and the University of Washington. She is the mother of three Medina students (Nick, 5th grade; Merin, 3rd grade; and Drew, Kindergarten). Kea has lived in Medina for 12 years and is the founder of Merin Designs.

Amy Roberts is originally from Jackson Hole, Wyoming. Like Kea, Amy is a graduate from University of Washington. She has two Medina students: McKenzie (3rd grade) and Marlee (Kindergarten). A Medina resident for 11 years, Amy keeps herself busy with her company Libby Green and volunteering in our community. 

We welcome you to please stop us, introduce yourself and say hello at our first General PTA Meeting of the year on Tuesday, September 6th starting right after the morning drop off (8:30 am). This first meeting is a great way to learn about the year's school calendar, hear from our new Principal, Beth Hamilton, become a PTA Member, see old friends and make some new ones. We look forward to seeing you there. 

We can both be reached for questions or comments at anytime by emailing Kea at kbrensch@me.com or Amy at amylouise@comcast.net.

Enjoy the rest of the summer with your kiddos, and we'll see you September 6th!
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Destination Imagination 2011-2012
We are making many improvements to our successful Medina Destination Imagination (DI) program this year. DI is a global critical thinking, creativity, TEAM activity for students, offered at Medina for grades 1-5.

Returning participants: Watch for emails with pre-registration links! Early registration for returning participants closes September 20.

Interested in learning about DI? CLICK HERE and mark your calendars for September 25 or 26, from 3:00-4:30pm, in the Medina Cafeteria, for "Try DI." Each student interested is registering for DI must attend the Try Di session. 

Melissa Lloyd and Denise Niles, DI CoChairs

2011-2012 School Supplies
Online School Supplies Pick-up:

Thursday, August 25
10:00 to Noon and 3:00 to 5:00
If you ordered your child's school supplies online, the "EpiPacks" will be available for pick-up on Thursday, August 25th, at the school, during the times stated above. If you can't make it during either of those time periods, please send a friend or neighbor to pick-up your pack(s). 

Questions should be directed to Linda Bracken.




	
	Update on BSE and BEA Negotiations 

Dear PTA Members,

As you may know, the Bellevue School District and the Bellevue Education Association (teachers' collective bargaining unit) are negotiating a new contract to take effect September 2011. The PTA does not participate in these negotiations and does not advocate for one side or the other. We are providing the information below so that parents are informed of the developments in the negotiations. 

Both parties have been posting online updates throughout the bargaining process. Last week the parties announced that they will engage a third party mediator to assist them in reaching an agreement. The most recent update from the District was sent out through their district email communication system August 10th (CLICK HERE to sign-up for email updates.) and will be available on the website soon. Here are links for the most recent BEA UPDATE and the previous DISTRICT UPDATE.

CLICK HERE for more information from the BEA or CLICK HERE for more information from the District.

If you would like to share your thoughts around any of these issues, you can email all of your local school board members at board@bsd405.org.

Reflections 2011-2012
"Diversity Means..." is next year's Reflection theme. We want to encourage our students to explore new ways to express their idea of diversity and what it means to them. We will be kicking off Reflections in September, when school starts, and while we wanted to give our kids a chance to work on their projects over the summer. Deadline for art work submittal will be November 2nd. Remember: There are several art mediums to choose from: Literature, Choreography, Music, Film, Visual Arts and Photography. Please feel free to email either Gina Craig or Stephanie Troy with any questions.

Curriculum Enhancement Committee (CEC)
Scientists, Engineers, Authors, Artists, Jugglers!
Have you heard of an outstanding educational activity/speaker you think might enhance learning at Medina Elementary? The Curriculum Enhancement Committee (CEC) is looking for great ideas from you! The CEC committee is busy researching and scheduling activities and speakers that will enhance current grade level and specialist curriculum. We want to hear from you, so we can present your ideas to our teachers to see if there might be a good fit. (All activities are teacher driven to ensure connection to the curriculum.)

CLICK HERE for a form to use in sharing your idea for the benefit of all of our students. 

We don't want to miss any exciting opportunities. So please send them our way! Together we can help make 2011/12 Medina's best. 

Please direct any CEC questions to Sheila Getz and Leslie Feller.

Volunteers Needed For Ice Cream Social
Want to get involved with your school community this year? What a better way than to hand people free ice cream? We are looking for a few volunteers to help lead the Back-to-School Ice Cream Social Event that will take place on September 9th from 6:30 - 7:30 PM. If you are interested, please email Amy Roberts.
Playground and Lunchroom Program 
Many thanks to Dave Simpson for his leadership in running the Medina Playground & Lunchroom Volunteer Program the past four years. This school year, we will be continuing the program which Dave developed and the kids love. We welcome both past and new volunteers to sign up. We will be using "Volunteerspot.com" which is a wonderful web-based "activity organizer" to sign-up for volunteering on the playground and in the lunchroom. For all those interested, please send Jason Craig an e-mail, and he will forward the sign-up link.

We look forward to seeing you on the playground and in the lunchroom!

Spanish and Mandarin Classes 
Did you know that children who start a language in elementary school are 70% more likely to reach competency in high school?

The Sponge School is offering Spanish and Mandarin classes for K-2nd Grade students and 3rd-5th Grade students at Medina Elementary during the 2011-2012 academic shool year. The children will learn functional language and useful vocabulary through activities, story-telling, music, drama and art. CLICK HERE to see the Sponge website and/or to register, or email Sponge at info@spongeschool.com or contact Carolyn Duffy (425/454-6274) with any questions. Register now!


	Smile Jar
Have tickets to sport events, dance or drama performances, lectures or other events you cannot use? Wish you could give tickets to someone who would enjoy the event or performance? Want to surprise Medina Staff with tickets to their favorite type of event? Drop-off your tickets at the front desk and let them know they are for the Smile Jar. Ms Chris or Molly will make sure they land in the hands of a staff member who will appreciate them.

If you have any questions please contact Gail Pratt or Mary Kim.

Amazon.com 
Shopping on Amazon.com?
It's easy to raise money for our schools while you shop at Amazon.com. Just go to the Bellevue Schools Foundation (BSF) website home page and click on the Amazon.com link. BSF receives over 7% of each sale. Remember, you must go through the BSF home page link for BSF to get credit for the order!
Virtue of the Week
Joyfulness
Joyfulness is an inner sense of peace and happiness. You appreciate the gifts each day brings. Without joyfulness, when the fun stops, our happiness stops. Joy can carry us through the hard times, even when we are feeling very sad. Joy gives us wings. 

Hope you are having a joy-filled summer!
Byte Submissions
Do you have something you'd like announced in the Byte? Please email content to Linda Bracken at lindakbracken@msn.com, submissions are due Friday (and are subject to PTA approval).
Calendar Items

25-Aug - Medina PTA Board of Directors Meeting, 9:30 PM, Location TBD 

25-Aug - EPI School Supplies Pick-up at school, 10 AM-Noon & 3-5 PM 

28-Aug - Kindergarten Playdate, 2:00 -4:00 PM, Medina School Playground
02-Sep - Newcomer's Social, 2:00-4:00pm, Medina School Playground
06-Sep - First Day of School
06-Sep - First General Assembly PTA Meeting (8:30 AM) in school cafeteria 

09-Sep - 3rd Grade Brunch hosted by Jolinda Linden, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
09-Sep - All School Ice Cream Social, 6:30 - 7:30 PM, Medina School Playground
14-Sep - Kindergarten Brunch hosted by Christine Grieve, 10 AM - 12 PM
15-Sep - 1st Grade Brunch hosted by Farnaz Farringer, 10 AM - 12 PM
20-Sep - Curriculum Night, 6:00-9:00 PM
25 or 26-Sep - Destination Imagination "Try It" Meeting, 3:30-4:00 PM
5th Grade Brunch, hosted by Tami Hansen, Date and Time TBD
2nd Grade Brunch, host, date & time TBD (contact kea rensch if interested, kbrensch@me.com)
4th Grade Brunch, host, date & time TBD (contact kea rensch if interested, kbrensch@me.com)
Please feel free to contact us with questions or concerns you may have on any PTA topics. 


Sincerely,

Kea Rensch & Amy Roberts 

Medina Elementary PTA
P.O. Box 247 | Medina, WA 98039 | pta@medinapta.org
Debbie | H: 425.462.5539 | C: 206.949.1163 | kbrenschW@me.comLaura | H: 425.450.0988 | C: 206.979.1903 | amylouise@comcast.net
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