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	Welcome
The Holiday Season is in full swing and Jack Frost seems to pay a visit each night, leaving a sheet of twinkling white dew drops but also reminding us how lucky we are to have a warm home, coats for our children and food on the table.
With this in mind, please take a moment to bring in coats and other warm items for our Community Kids Drive (collection buckets by the front office). So many children need these very, simple, yet essential items. 
And, it's getting closer and closer to our "Kid's Rock" Auction (February 11th) and we are hoping to find Alaska Airfare or Mileage. A parent has graciously procured 4 Jimmy Kimmel Live tickets for this years auction. Including airfare with this package would be ideal. Please contact, Alice Souders, if you have mileage to donate. 
We will be taking a "Byte Break" for the next couple of weeks, returning to our weekly newsletter beginning on Monday, January 2nd (the evening before we return to school).
Enjoy your break with your Families and Friends and Happy, Happy Holidays!
As always, please feel free to reach out should you have any questions.

Kea Rensch & Amy Roberts
Co-PTA Presidents, 2011-2012

Medina Elementary
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Auction - Procurement Challenge
ONLY 4 DAYS till our BEACHHOUSE GIVEAWAY! Everyone who turns in a procurement form valued at $100 or more, will be entered in a beachhouse weekend giveaway on December 15. THANK YOU to all the parents who have already turned in their procurement forms. We are on our way to a fabulous 2012 auction.

Title IX Advisory Committee - Deadline Extended
Equity is an important value in the Bellevue School District and the District regularly engages in reviews to ensure we keep this value in sight. One area which needs review is the District's federal Title IX compliance. Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 protects people from discrimination based on sex, in education programs and activities that receive federal financial assistance. The District is establishing a committee to serve in an advisory capacity as the District reviews its Title IX compliance efforts. CLICK HERE to learn more and apply.

District's New Website - Feedback 
We'd Really Like Your Feedback!
Just over a month ago, the District launched a new web site and wanted to give parents some time to get used to the new site before asking your opinion. Please take a moment to help with feedback through this quick and easy survey. The survey takes about two minutes to complete. Go to http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/V88MLQT . Thanks!

Boundary Review Update 
District staff is starting work to prepare for a Boundary Review process. The process to review boundaries of all schools in the district is expected to take 18 months or more. The District has identified staff members to form a technical team and will identify what information may be needed to develop a springboard proposal to present to a citizen committee to use as a starting point. The charge of the Boundary Review Committee would be to develop a district-wide school boundary recommendation to the Superintendent. A tentative timeline would launch applications for the citizens-based Boundary Review Committee in spring 2012 with committee meetings potentially beginning in the late summer of 2012. CLICK HERE to read background on the issue and the process.

Community Kids
Did you notice the overflowing bins by the front office before Thanksgiving break? More than 60 coats have now been delivered to Stevenson, and they really appreciate the donations -- just in time for the cold weather too.

We will continue several donation drives this month:

- Food Drive for Hopelink

- Coat Drive for Stevenson 

Happy Holidays and thank you for your support!
For questions, please contact: Leigh Schiller, Diana Swanson, Maryann Luis, or Kate Jack



	
	Bullying Prevention - Parent Information Night
The next Bullying Prevention Parent Information Night will be held Tuesday, January 24 at 7 pm (new time) at the Sammamish High School Library. Come learn about the District's new Bullying Prevention and Social Skills curriculum, see how students are putting what they're learning into practice during "No Name Calling Week", and take part in a conversation about inclusive communities. CLICK HERE for more information.

Chess Club
We DO have chess club Dec 14th. We will not have chess club during winter break, but we will return to chess club on January 4th. 

Our first Medina tournament is fast approaching! Register now at http://www.nwchessreg.com/medinaallcity for the Medina All City Tournament, on January 28th. We will fill up, so reserve your spot now!!

Important Gifted Program Meeting at Bellevue School District!
Important Gifted Program Meeting at Bellevue School District!

WHEN: Tuesday, December 13, 2011 at 4:30 PM

WHERE: WISC - Rainier Room

WHAT: Board of Directors Meeting (Bellevue School District)

IMPORTANT: This meeting will address the Gifted Program Update (otherwise known as AEP). Sharon Kautz, Teresa Janes and Debbie Brandt will update on the implementation of the Gifted Program Review findings and recommendations, and a look at next steps.

This years Enrichment Program (AEP) ran a pilot for 2nd graders offering literacy but no additional math. Current BSD literature states that AEP Math will only be delivered to next year's second graders, but not to next year's third graders. Parents are urged to email BSD if you feel that ALL quailified students should be receiving math in both 2nd and 3rd grades. Give BSD your feedback by sending an email to the GAC via the gifted supervisor, Teresa Janes, at

janest@bsd405.org. 
Hope to see you tomorrow night! Thank you.Teresa Janes

Winter Break Program
The Bellevue School District is hosting a winter break program. The details are below.
Winter Break Each day different......Every day fun!
"Snowed In" December 19th through December 22nd

-KidsQuest Museum arrives-we'll make snow, construct snowblowing machines and then watch them in action!

-Stephanie Merrow, director, teacher and choreographer at the Cornish College of Arts and Village Theatre. Play theatre games, learn "improv" , and perform a Winter skit

"Frosty Fun" December 27th through December 29th

- Field trip to Arena Sports for the BSD Winter Games!

- Discover the Iditarod Adventure; find the Abominable Snowman

Where?"Snowed In" and"Frosty Fun" located at Eastgate, Sherwood Forest, Stevenson and Woodridge Centers, "Snowed In" only offered at Enatai

When? December 19-22, December 27-29

Centers Open from 6:30am-6pm Program Hours from 9am-4pm

How? Download registration forms from the BSD website: www.bsd405.org/childcare or call

425/456-4030.

Cost: $45 per day (if registered by 12/12), $50 per day after 12/12

Downtown Bellevue Ice Skating for Medina Elementary
Bank of America and Downtown Bellevue Association brings our community another festive year of Ice Skating in our Downtown Bellevue Park. Best part is while you enjoy the fun of ice skating this holiday season, a donation is made to our own Medina Elementary PTA. Rink is open to public November 25 thru January 8. Valid dates for PTA donations are -- November 25 - December 16, 2011 & January 3-8, 2012 (excluding Mondays). Admission for all skaters is $10 (that includes skate rental) and $3 per skater is donated back to our PTA. 

So, grab some friends and go skating! For more information visit www.magicseason.com.

Smart with Art Winter Session - "Art from Many Hands"
From ancient to modern times, people have used a variety of materials in their environment to bring beauty into their lives. This session will allow students to become aware of these fine arts, which is our inheritance as world citizens. Explore, create and discover a variety of cultural arts in this exciting session with Smart with Art!

Winter Session begins on, Monday, January 23rd and runs for eight weeks, ending on March 19th (no class during mid-Winter break, 2/20).

Time: Mondays, 2:40-3:55pm

Cost: $155.00

Registration available in the January 2nd edition of the Byte.
These popular classes fill quickly - first come, first serve!

Creative Kids After School Program
Registration is now open for our next session of Creative Kids After School Program at the Northwest Arts Center. The program runs every Wednesday from 12:30 to 3:30pm. The next session starts Jan 4th.

CLICK HERE for our flyer which has dates and information for the remainder of the 2012 academic year.

Kids from Medina are able to take the bus up to the NW Arts Center. 

For more information -- contact:

Debbie Pettersson, NW Arts Center Program Coordinator

City of Bellevue 

Northwest Arts Center, 9825 NE 24th St, Bellevue 

425 452-7106 Direct line

425 452-4106 Office

425 864-1974 Cell

Shop Amazon for Bellevue Schools Foundation (BSF)
Shop Amazon for Bellevue Schools!
Getting started with your holiday shopping? Click through the link on the Bellevue Schools Foundation website www.bsdfn.org (or here) to enter Amazon.com and Amazon will donate 7% of your purchase at no cost to you! This is such an easy way to support Bellevue students. Please share with your friends and family as well!
Kindergarten Registration Night
Kindergarten registration night will be held on February 2nd, from 6:30-7:30pm at Medina Elementary. Details will be provided in the Byte as the date draws closer. If you have a friend who might not be receiving the Byte, but will have a Medina Kindie next year, please tell them to "save the date".

International School
CLICK HERE to view a flyer with information for the International School's information nights for parents of 5th graders. The information nights will be held on January 10th and 11th.
Curriculum Enhancement Committee (CEC)
PLEASE fill out a volunteer background check form, found in the front office, if you plan to help with any CE event, field trip, or to volunteer in any classroom throughout the year. The Bellevue School District requires that ALL volunteers have a form on file. We don't want to have to turn you away. Grab one from the front office and get it turned in right away.
Thank you!
Bellevue Ski School
Only two more weeks to sign-up to Board and Ski this winter with
the Bellevue Ski School!
We are the only District-Approved snow Sports program for 2nd through 12th grade students. Our program offers Saturday Board and Ski Lessons and Transportation to the Summit, as follows: 6 week session from January 7th through February 11th or 8 week session from January 7th (no ski school February 18th) through March 3th.

Registration ends December 15th, so please sign up now on our website, which is www.bellevueskischool.com for this Great Board and Ski Program. Please Join us and enjoy the SNOW, and BOARD & SKI with your friends!

Bellevue West Little League 
BWLL is excited to announce that its registration for the 2012 season will be opening on November 14th! BWLL have the same priority registration policy for Tball & Machine Pitch programs for those who register by 12/31/2011 - so please register early! 

BWLL offers programs for kids who are age 4 (will be attending kindergarten in 2012) through 14 years old!

If you have any questions, please send an email to bellevuewest@gmail.com. And please forward this email to anyone you know who is new to the area or to a family you think might be interested who has not played through BWLL.

Help Keep Medina Clean!
Help keep Medina CLEAN.... We are seeing a lot of trash on our school grounds, after returning from the weekends. When you are at Medina for sporting events, and playing on the weekend, please make sure to help our school look pretty and help pick-up trash - spread the word!

Many thank yous!

BSF CORNER (www.bsfdn.org)
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Your BSF Dollars at Work!!
Rapid Response Funds Bullying Prevention Curriculum
Data from the Healthy Youth Survey conducted in the spring of 2010 revealed that the prevalence of bullying among 8th graders in Bellevue School District surpasses the state average. As a result, the District selected Second Step, Student Success through Prevention for Grades 6, 7 and 8, published by Committee for Children to support the implementation of the middle school bullying prevention and social skills.
Unfortunately, the District lacked funds to purchase enough copies; teachers and counselors were asked to share one set of curriculum materials per grade level in each building. In some instances, five instructors were sharing a single set of materials and unable to use them to prepare their lessons.
Enter Bellevue Schools Foundation! Michelle Proulx, lead counselor for the District, approached Roxanne to ask if there was any way the Foundation could help. Very quickly a request was submitted to the Grantmaking Committee which, in turn, unanimously approved Rapid Response funds to purchase the needed materials. The curriculum binders, with special Bellevue Schools Foundation bookplates, are now in use in our middle schools. Read more about Bellevue's Bullying Prevention here.
Destination Imagination 2011-2012
For information about Destination Imagination, CLICK HERE to access the MEDINA DI website.

bellevuegifted.org
Bellevue Schools Parents Alliance for Gifted Education
This alliance is a grassroots coalition of Enrichment and Prism parents in the Bellevue School District. Our goal is to improve gifted education in the Bellevue School District, and to support students, educators, and parents in the gifted programs. Visit our website at http://bellevuegifted.org for more information and great resources regarding gifted education. CLICK HERE to sign up for our newsletter. For Medina specific questions, please reach out to parent reps: Stephanie Charaf or Terri Forsberg.

Program Delivery Council
The Program Delivery Council ("PDC") is the forum for staff, administrators, and parents to directly collaborate on strategic issues impacting the education process and learning environment at Medina. The PDC operates independently of all other boards and committees, with a general focus on academic initiatives spanning multiple academic years. The PDC has already met this year, and among other initiatives is working to expand the BSD's newly adopted literacy program with an associated technology curriculum, plus looking at initiatives to enhance other student learning through technology. 

Look for updates in Tiger Times and The Byte, as well as on a new webpage at the school's website www.bsd405.org/medina. Please look for our "comment box" in the office, and give us your constructive suggestions and thoughts on enriching the academic environment at Medina. You can also contact one of the parent reps, via email: Lynn Janata (lynn.janata@gmail.com), Jessica Nadelman (mulfingers@comcast.net, Melissa Lloyd (melissamomlloyd@gmail.com), Sean G. Hyatt (sghyatt@gmail.com).

	Boxtops for Education
The next Boxtop collection week will be in April 2012. We all shop for groceries so lets get cutting (Boxtops that is)! For more information, please contact Lynn Janata.

Smile Jar
Have tickets to sport events, dance or drama performances, lectures or other events you cannot use? Wish you could give tickets to someone who would enjoy the event or performance? Want to surprise Medina Staff with tickets to their favorite type of event? Drop-off your tickets at the front desk and let them know they are for the Smile Jar. Ms Chris or Molly will make sure they land in the hands of a staff member who will appreciate them.

If you have any questions please contact Amy Roberts or Kea Rensch.

Smith Brothers Farms Offer
Smith Brothers Farms ("SBF") is offering a "Back-to-School Special" and chance to earn money for our school at no cost to you. Starting September 1, 2011, and continuing through December 31, 2011, any Medina parent who signs-up for SBF's service using the Promo Code "PTA" will receive a $20 credit for their first delivery and a chance to earn money for the Medina PTA. For every five Medina parents who sign up for SBF's service, SBF will pay the Medina PTA $250! So, if 10 families from Medina Elementary sign up for service, SBF will write a check to the Medina PTA for $500! For more information, contact Tracy Patton (206/295-2848).

Virtue of the Week
Assertiveness 
Being assertive means being positive and confident. You are aware that you are a worthy person with your own special gifts. You think for yourself and express your own ideas. You know what you stand for and what you won't stand for. You expect respect.

Byte Submissions
Do you have something you'd like announced in the Byte? Please email content to Linda Bracken at lindakbracken@msn.com, submissions are due Friday (and are subject to PTA approval).
Calendar Items

ALL calendar times and locations can be found in the printed PTA calendar sent home in your back-to-school packet.

Dec 19 - Jan 2 Winter Break

Jan 12 - General PTA meeting 7pm, Multi-Purpose Room

Please feel free to contact us with questions or concerns you may have on any PTA topics. 


Sincerely,

Kea Rensch & Amy Roberts 

Medina Elementary PTA
P.O. Box 247 | Medina, WA 98039 | pta@medinapta.org
Kea | H: 425.462.0044| C: 425.864.9970 | kbrensch@me.com
Amy | H: 425.453.6662 | C: 206.605.8841 | amylouise@comcast.net
Medina PTA 2.3.57

Editor Linda Bracken
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