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	Welcome
It is really feeling like fall around here. Students have settled into their routines as the new school year is well under way, soccer and football cleats are coming home soggy and wet, and the yard waste bins are overflowing with fallen leaves.

Don't want to "spook" you, but we have a ton of information in this issue from the Kindergarten Pumpkin Carving Night , to Ski Bus Sign-ups (yep, already!), and Reflections and Year Book Cover deadlines. So read on, my pretties......

Lastly, if you have a pledge envelope from Walk-a-thon out there, please turn it in by Tuesday. The wonderful Chairs of Walk-a-thon would love to wrap up their marvelous event.

As always, feel free to reach out if you have any questions!

Kea Rensch & Amy Roberts
Co-PTA Presidents, 2011-2012

Medina Elementary
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Scholastic Book Fair
The Scholastic Book Fair is coming November 14-18! Parent night is Wed, Nov. 16 from 6-8pm. Be sure to check the "teacher wish list" stacks. This is a great way to go when considering holiday gifts. The best time for students to shop is during their scheduled class library times. Additionally, they can shop before school at 7:45am, during some recesses, and after school until 3pm.

You may send your student to school with cash, up to $20 limit at a time. Each child is responsible for safe-keeping his/her money. The school is not responsible. Sharing money is absolutely not permitted.

Toys and trinkets will be on sale beginning parent night, and thereafter, during school hours on Thursday and Friday. Books only will be available for purchase, by students, during the day on Mon, Tues, and Wed. 

All profits go directly to Medina School Library for new materials! Please contact Tracey Kruger (krugers@comcast.net) or Melissa Damstrom (

 HYPERLINK "mailto:damstroms@comcast.net" \t "_blank" damstroms@comcast.net) with any questions.

Community Kids Coat Drive
As part of our association with Stevenson Elementary, our Bellevue School District Sister School, and our ongoing commitment to helping others, Community Kids will be collecting coats, jackets, sweatshirts, and hoodies. Please drop your washed and ready-to-wear items in the bin provided at the school entrance. They will be delivered monthly!
And big thanks to all the students who came to our first meeting and made posters for our cause. Please be sure to return signed permission slips to your child's teacher. Our next meeting is Tuesday, November 1. For questions, please contact Diana Swanson, Leigh Schiller, Maryann Luis, or Kate Jack

Picture Re-Takes
Picture Re-Take Day is this Friday, October 28
You should have received your child's picture packet by now, if you ordered one. What a great group of smiling kids! We'll be taking photos of any student that was absent on picture day, as well as re-takes, on Friday, October 28. If you'd like to have your child's photo re-taken, please send your entire packet to school with your child on Friday, October 28.

Questions? Please contact Kristin Hawblitzel (kscheyer@msn.com), Darcy Johnson (darcyjohnson@comcast.net) or Jennifer Ramos (rjjennifer@comcast.net)




	
	All Kindergarten Pumpkin Carving Party 
The Annual Kindergarten Pumpkin Carving Party will be held at Medina 
Elementary School on Wednesday, October 26 from 5:30 - 7pm in the 
Multi-purpose Room.

Kids should dress in costumes for fun evening of carving and 
crafts. Please bring along a pre-cleaned pumpkin and all carving 
utensils. Cookies, drinks and crafts will be provided.

All Kindergarten parents and siblings are welcome. Remember to bring 
your camera!

Walkathon Awards Luncheon
Awards Luncheon on Fri, October 28th
While we are extremely proud and thankful to all students who participated in Walkathon, there are some students who really shined by either walking lap after lap with integrity and perseverance or showing lots of determination and hard work by collecting lots of pledges! We would like to reward those students with a special lunchtime party on Friday, October 28th. Emails will be sent out and invitations delivered by Wednesday to those students selected.

Outstanding Pledges/ Corporate Matching Forms- if you still have outstanding pledges or corporate matching forms, it's never too late to turn them into the office. 

Thanks again for all your generous support!

2011 Walkathon Co-Chairs

TEESO UPDATE.

We know that TEESO may be frustrating as we learn how to use it and we want you to know that we are doing everything we can to ease this transition time. All we ask of you is, feedback. Please email us with your specific feedback and if we meet with the developer, we'll let him know what you think.

But, in the mean time, if you haven't logged into the site, please do!

Here's how: go to TEESO.com/bsd. Your username is your email address and your password is your seven digit phone number (if this doesn't work, try your spouses email or your cell number instead).

Kea Rensch, Amy Roberts or Nancy Gertz
Yearbook Cover Contest 
Calling all Medina Elementary rockstars! Here's your chance to take center stage! We want you to enter your yearbook cover drawing in the annual yearbook cover contest! Principal Hamilton will choose one lucky winner to appear on the cover of the 2011-2012 yearbook!
This is a big honor and an awesome way to show off your artistic talent! This year's theme is: School Rocks! CLICK HERE to view a flyer containing all the information you'll need. The deadline is Tuesday, November 8th.
Exploring World Cultures
Do you love Exploring our World or dream of doing it some day? Do you love the fact that our school has families that represent over ten different dialects? Do you want to be more involved in our school? If you answered, yes, to any of these questions, we have the perfect project for you! We are looking for a parent, or more, to coordinate our school's "Exploring World Cultures Night." This event could also include a lunch time performance, or two during that week. We know you're out there and welcome your enthusiasm! Exploring World Cultures Night is slated for Wednesday, 11/30. Let us know! - Kea Rensch and Amy Roberts
Medina Snowsports 2012 
Hi to all boarders and skiers! CLICK HERE for a flyer that, we hope, will tell you everything you need to know about Medina Snowsports. Included in the flyer is the School Participation Agreement and Release and the Participation Registration. Please print and complete those forms and bring them with you to registration on October 26th (in front of the school at 7:45am).
This Wednesday afternoon program is open to Medina students (PTA membership required), with lessons and limited bus transportation available to students in grades 1-5 (lessons only for kindies). This is a recreational ski/board program with lessons provided by the Summit Learning Center. Buses leave Medina right after school on Wednesday and return by 6:00 p.m.
If you have questions, please let us know!
Kristin Hawblitzel (kscheyer@msn.com) and Debbie Scott (d_bscott@hotmail.com)
Medina Snowsports Coordinators
HELP KEEP MEDINA CLEAN!
Help keep Medina CLEAN.... We are seeing a lot of trash on our school grounds, after returning from the weekends. When you are at Medina for sporting events, and playing on the weekend, please make sure to help our school look pretty and help pick-up trash - spread the word!

Many Thank yous!

Bellevue Boys Lacrosse
Dear Parents and Youth Players,

Mark your calendars! Registration for the Spring season of Bellevue Boys Lacrosse opens to returning players on Saturday, October 29th. To be considered a returning player you must have played for the BBLC during the 2011 season. Registration for players new to the BBLC opens beginning Monday, November 14th. Spots fill up fast, make sure to register right away at www.bellevuelacrosse.com.

When you register make sure to take a look at all of the cool new apparel and merchandise available in our Team Store! In addition to some of your favorites from last season we have added some really cool new items with our logo. Make sure to check it out and show your Wolverine Pride! 

Curriculum Enhancement Committee (CEC) - Update
4th Grade Trip to Tillicum Village: Next up, our entire 4th grade will experience both Washington state history and culture of our region through a trip to Tillicum Village on Blake Island, the ancestral camping ground of the Suquamish Tribe and the birth place of Chief Sealth (Seattle). In addition to enjoying a salmon lunch (prepared using the traditional Northwest Coast Indian method) in the longhouse, students will be engaged in an authentic Coast Salish Tribe storytelling show and have an opportunity to view tribal artwork and carved totem poles on the grounds.

The CEC committee is hard at work to bring more events like this to each grade this year. We truly thank everyone for their generous support of PTA fundraising events that allow us to bring these unique, hand-on experiences to Medina students and further reinforce and enhance what our children are learning in school.

PLEASE fill out a volunteer background check form, found in the front office, if you plan to help with any CE event, field trip, or to volunteer in any classroom throughout the year. The Bellevue School District requires that ALL volunteers have a form on file. We don't want to have to turn you away. Grab one from the front office and get it turned in right away. Thank you!
RAINY DAY RECESS DONATIONS
With Fall here to stay, we anticipate many days where it is pouring rain and it will not be safe to play outside of the undercover area. On these days we have a RAINY DAY recess plan where students usually play in the undercover area, can go to the library, or play games, color, draw, and other activities inside. We are looking for some donations for our RAINY DAY RECESS plan.

Do you have some coloring books, cards, games, legos, or other things that you could donate to the school? If so, please bring them and put them in the RAINY DAY RECESS bins in the office this next week!

Your Donations will so much appreciated by our students! Thank you! Beth Hamilton

Reflections 2011-2012
Is your Reflections work ready to be turned in? 
Please return any finished pieces to the school office. Remember: Your child has until November 2nd to complete his or her entry for Reflections!
The 2011-2012 Reflections theme is: "Diversity Means....". All students are welcome to participate! There are 6 categories: Visual Arts, Photography, Literature, Choreography, Music and Film.

The Reflections Program is a National PTA and Washington State PTA cultural arts competition. The purpose of this program is to provide an opportunity for students to use their creative talents by expressing themselves through their own original works. Each year, Reflections challenges students to create art that supports a specific theme. Themes are selected from thousands of ideas submitted by students to National PTA's Reflections Theme Search.

For additional information on Reflections, please CLICK HERE. Entry forms and rules can be picked up anytime in the office and are available on the PTA website. Note: Bellevue Art & Frame is offering students participating in Reflections $5 gift certificates and a 20% discount on shrink wrapping if you take in a letter which is also available in the school office with the other Reflections forms and on the PTA website.
Please feel free to email either Gina Craig or Stephanie Troy with any questions.

BSF CORNER
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_________________________________________________________________________
BSF PHONATHON!!
NOV 7th - 9th 
Help 18,000 Students with One Donation to the Bellevue Schools Foundation. 
At Curriculum Night, Bellevue Schools Foundation trustees and volunteers highlighted the impact the Foundation makes in every classroom, every day. Your financial support makes that impact possible. Visit the Foundation website to learn more about supported programs and volunteer opportunities. And stay tuned for information about programs the Foundation supports in future PTSA newsletters.

In early November, volunteers will call every parent in the district and invite you to make a gift to support our students. If you'd like to make a gift before that call, CLICK HERE for the form you'll need, designate a gift to the Foundation through your workplace giving campaign, call the Foundation at 425.456.4199, or give online. 

School staff can support the Foundation by writing in Bellevue Schools Foundation for your United Way contribution or by using payroll deduction. Members of the School Employees Credit Union of Washington grow their donations through the Foundation giving program.

Note: Be sure to remove the highlighted text about the attached form if you have a hard copy newsletter. For electronic newsletters, you can use the form attached to this email

Volunteer with the Bellevue Schools Foundation to "Dial Up Excellence"!
Callers are needed for the annual Phonathon on Nov. 7th, 8th, and 9th, from 6-9 pm. Volunteering as a caller is a great way to learn about the Foundation and meet other parents passionate about education. Volunteers are also needed for a mailing party at the Foundation office on Friday, Nov. 18thfrom 9:30 am to 12:00 pm. If you have any questions or would like to volunteer, please contact our BSF Rep,Laura Weingaertner. High school students and bilingual volunteers are welcome!

Thank you!

Julie Benson

Development and Marketing Coordinator

Bellevue Schools Foundation

425.456.4191

www.bsfdn.org
Bullying Prevention Information Nights 
Save the Date
Respect. Courage. Compassion.
This year, these concepts are being taught alongside math, history and science in your child's classroom. The Bellevue School District has launched a new district-wide initiative aimed at preventing bullying in our schools, because every student deserves to learn in a safe and civil school environment.
The District, in partnership with the Bellevue Parent Teacher Student Association Council, invites you to attend an upcoming Bullying Prevention Information Night. Come learn about the new Bullying Prevention and Social Skills curriculum in your child's classroom. Discover strategies for reinforcing those lessons at home. Share stories and talk with other parents about the impact of bullying, and how we can work together to stop it in its tracks!
There are 2 remaining Bullying Prevention Information Nights:
Tuesday, January 24 at 5 pm - Sammamish High School
Wednesday, March 21 at 5 pm - Interlake High School 
More details about these sessions will be posted at the Bellevue School District website: www.bsd405.org. If you have questions, please email CommunityRelations@bsd405.org.
$60 Million Federal Grant
Our state is applying to win a $60 million federal grant to back critical early child care and education programs. But with only a few Race to The Top, Early Learning Challenge grants available to all 50 states, the competition between states to get this money is going to be fierce. We have to be creative to bring funds into Washington! Join me and sign on to our open letter to the U.S. Department of Education and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services that reads: "We know Washington State is up to the challenge of making sure every young child in Washington is ready for success in school and life!" http://www.w
achallenge.org* Sign today and we'll include this open letter and your signature in Washington's grant application. Together we can make sure that every child in Washington has a great start! We have a goal of 10,000 signatures so please share this link far and wide.

Grants Committee Volunteers Needed 
My name is Kristen Edelhertz and I am chairing the grants committee for 2011-2012. I am looking for 5-6 people to participate on the committee to review grants for classrooms and capital purchases for the school. We run a fall and spring grant cycle that would each require time to review grant requests and time for a grant committee meeting to discuss and approve grants (approximately 3 hours per cycle). This is a great way to be involved in PTA even if you don't have a ton of time to dedicate throughout the year. Working parents, dads, everyone welcome! PTA membership is required. Also note that the PTA will need a grants committee chair for next year! Email me with questions and/or to sign up to participate.

Destination Imagination 2011-2012
For information about Destination Imagination, CLICK HERE to access the MEDINA DI website.

PAGE
Bellevue Schools Parents Alliance for Gifted Education (PAGE)

PAGE is a grassroots coalition of Enrichment and Prism parents in the Bellevue School District. Our goal is to improve gifted education in the Bellevue School District, and to support students, educators, and parents in the gifted programs. Visit our website at http://bellevuegifted.org for more information and great resources regarding gifted education. CLICK HERE to sign up for our newsletter. For Medina specific questions, please reach out to parent reps: Stephanie Charaf or Terri Forsberg.

Program Delivery Council
The Program Delivery Council ("PDC") is the forum for staff, administrators, and parents to directly collaborate on strategic issues impacting the education process and learning environment at Medina. The PDC operates independently of all other boards and committees, with a general focus on academic initiatives spanning multiple academic years. The PDC has already met this year, and among other initiatives is working to expand the BSD's newly adopted literacy program with an associated technology curriculum, plus looking at initiatives to enhance other student learning through technology. 

Look for updates in Tiger Times and The Byte, as well as on a new webpage at the school's website www.bsd405.org/medina. Please look for our "comment box" in the office, and give us your constructive suggestions and thoughts on enriching the academic environment at Medina. You can also contact one of the parent reps, via email: Lynn Janata (lynn.janata@gmail.com), Jessica Nadelman (mulfingers@comcast.net, Melissa Lloyd (melissamomlloyd@gmail.com), Sean G. Hyatt (sghyatt@gmail.com).
Bellevue School District is Hiring
Bellevue School District Needs YOU!
We are currently hiring on-call Educational Assistants, Secretaries, Child Care Aides, and Special Education - Para Educators.

- On-call work allows for flexibility.

- You tell us what days and times you are available. 

- Shifts are usually 1-6 hours in length.

Applications are available at www.bsd405.org. Information orientations will be held Tuesday mornings starting September 13, 2011 through the month of October 2011, 9:00AM in the Human Resources office at 12111 NE 1st Street.

All positions require an application and a resume. A minimum of three references will be checked by telephone. If hired, all employees must be fingerprinted.


	Boxtops for Education
We all shop for groceries to lets get cutting (Boxtops that is)! For more information, please contact Lynn Janata.

Smile Jar
Have tickets to sport events, dance or drama performances, lectures or other events you cannot use? Wish you could give tickets to someone who would enjoy the event or performance? Want to surprise Medina Staff with tickets to their favorite type of event? Drop-off your tickets at the front desk and let them know they are for the Smile Jar. Ms Chris or Molly will make sure they land in the hands of a staff member who will appreciate them.

If you have any questions please contact Amy Roberts or Kea Rensch.

Smith Brothers Farms Offer
Smith Brothers Farms ("SBF") is offering a "Back-to-School Special" and chance to earn money for our school at no cost to you. Starting September 1, 2011, and continuing through December 31, 2011, any Medina parent who signs-up for SBF's service using the Promo Code "PTA" will receive a $20 credit for their first delivery and a chance to earn money for the Medina PTA. For every five Medina parents who sign up for SBF's service, SBF will pay the Medina PTA $250! So, if 10 families from Medina Elementary sign up for service, SBF will write a check to the Medina PTA for $500! For more information, contact Tracy Patton (206/295-2848).

Amazon.com 
Shopping on Amazon.com?
It's easy to raise money for our schools while you shop at Amazon.com. Just go to the Bellevue Schools Foundation (BSF) website home page and click on the Amazon.com link. BSF receives over 7% of each sale. Remember, you must go through the BSF home page link for BSF to get credit for the order!
Virtue of the Week
Creativity
Creativity is the power of imagination. It is discovering your own special talents. Dare to see things in new ways and find different ways to solve problems. With your creativity, you can bring something new into the World.

Can't wait to see all the creative Halloween costumes next week!
Byte Submissions
Do you have something you'd like announced in the Byte? Please email content to Linda Bracken at lindakbracken@msn.com, submissions are due Friday (and are subject to PTA approval).
Calendar Items

ALL calendar times and locations can be found in the printed PTA calendar sent home in your back-to-school packet.

26 0ct - Ski Bus Registration, 7:45 AM

6-9 Nov - Bellevue Schools Foundation Phonathon

10-Nov - NO SCHOOL

11-Nov - NO SCHOOL (Veteran's Day)

14-18 Nov - Scholastic Book Fair

Please feel free to contact us with questions or concerns you may have on any PTA topics. 


Sincerely,

Kea Rensch & Amy Roberts 

Medina Elementary PTA
P.O. Box 247 | Medina, WA 98039 | pta@medinapta.org
Kea | H: 425.462.0044| C: 425.864.9970 | kbrensch@me.com
Amy | H: 425.453.6662 | C: 206.605.8841 | amylouise@comcast.net
Medina PTA 2.3.57

Editor Linda Bracken
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