Savor those last school days as Tuesday is the last day of school before the break.   Hope everyone has a safe and happy holiday break.   We will see everyone back in January, rested and refreshed and ready to get back to school.
Calendar Items
· January 12, Medina Chess Tournament, register at www.signup4chess.com 

· January 16th, PTA General Meeting, “Where Do Our PTA Dollars Go?”, we will feature some exciting guest speakers to tell us first hand the impact of our spending. 

· March 8th 2008, Mark you Calendar for the Medina Auction 
To do:
· Order All the Right Type III 

· Pay for your child's Lunch Money!!!!  Please pay for your child’s lunch account in a timely manner!!!! 

· Buy a Medina Tiger's Water Bottle for the little ones on your list!!!!  Ask Chris in the office!! 

· Procure, procure for Auction 2008.   We need everyone's help.  Procurement forms are in the office. 

· Shop Amazon.com this holiday season through the link on BSF's website, http://www.bsfdn.org/, and our schools will receive 7% of your purchase price 
· Add www.schoolreport.org to your favorites.  This is the website to check for school closures.


AUCTION NEWS:   Medina 2008 School Auction "Carnival - A Night in Rio" is in full swing.
Its not too late to win a Procurement Prize:  Every student who brings in a completed Procurement Form between December 10th and December 18th  can pick out a prize from The Treasure Chest!
How: Bring in a signed, completed procurement form and give it to your teacher or put it in the Auction Box in the front office.  Make sure your child’s name is attached to the form so we can give them credit.  If you’ve already turned in some forms, your childs name is already on our list.    Multiple forms = multiple prizes 
Where do I find a Procurement Form?  They are available on our website at http://www.medinapta.org/.  They are also in the school office. 
Prizes will be handed out at lunchtime in the cafeteria on Tuesday, December 18th.
Thank you for making a difference and supporting your school!   Contact Jill Green, our Procurement Chair with any questions. (maugwita@qwest.net) 
Advertise in the Auction Catalogue  We are looking for great businesses and people to advertise in the Medina Elementary Auction catalogue.  Where else can you get your business in front of such an outstanding demographic for such a minimal fee?  Please contact Kea Rensch (kbrensch@comcast.net or 425.462.0044) if you or anyone you know is interested.  This opportunity cannot be missed!"


Order All the Right Type:  Help your child learn the keyboarding skills that will need throughout life.  End the pain of hunt and peck.  All the Right type is a self paced computer based program that teaches kids to keyboard.  Its $30 and you can order until January 30th.  Here are the links to a letter from Jennifer Rose explaining in more detail the rational for the program and the order form.  http://www.medinapta.org/images/All_the_Right_Type_Letter_by_J._Rose.doc   http://www.medinapta.org/images/all_the_right_type_order_form_parents-final.doc 

Any questions contact:  Tina Alexieff at talexieff@msn.com.  


Signup for the Medina chess tournament:  Please go to www.signup4chess.com to register your child for the Medina chess tournament on Saturday, January 12th at Medina!  It will be a fabulous experience for all kids new to chess and the coaches will be trying to encourage ALL kids who are available to participate for a great learning experience and to show off our school spirit.  The kids wear their orange Medina chess shirt (let Marianne know if you would like to purchase one) and they have a great time bonding with each other, supporting each other in their games and celebrating on stage later in the day with team trophies!  All Kindergarteners are guaranteed their own personal trophy as well!


Give to the SMILE JAR  New this Year!!!   Do you have tickets to sport events, dance & drama performances, lectures, or gift/restaurant certificates you cannot use. Bring them to the front office & Ms. Chris will take it from there, making sure they land in the hands of a staff member who will appreciate them!  (You may send them in with your child,. Last minute is fine!) Questions?  Contact Kathy Mitchell (kathrynmitchell@hotmil.com), or Carolyn Clark (carolyncl@comcast.net)


Thank you to Community Kids for such a wonderful idea:  - MEDINA MOVIE DAY! Lots of kids watched a movie and brought a toy for another child this holiday season. 


Support the Green Club, Buy a Water Bottle:  The Green Club continues to sell the Blue and Silver water bottles that were seen at the walkathon.  These are really nice water bottles.  Do a good turn for the earth, teach your kids to recycle and support the green club.  Water Bottles are $5 and can be purchased in the office.  They make great hostess gifts, stocking stuffers, appropriate for all ages! Contact Jill Heijer with any questions jillplus3@hotmail.com.


Nominating Committee - If you or someone you know is interested in being a PTA President, Treasurer, Vice-president, VP of Programs for our PTA please contact our nominating committee.  They are Steve Jacobs, Corinne Beardsley, Patty Jordan, Kea Rensch and Ally Svenson.  You can also e-mail your suggestions to pta@medinapta.org.


 Parenting with Virtues Workshop - If you want to learn more about the language of virtues, recognizing teachable moments, setting boundaries, honoring your child’s spirit, and offering companioning.  Betsy Lydle Smith is offering a workshop for Medina Parents.  It will be held at Medina on Jan. 10th, 17th and Feb. 7th 2008 in the evening from 7 to 9 pm.  It is $95 per person or $145 per couple.  Call 425-747-9079 or email betsy@virtuestraining.com to sign up or contact Susan Herrmann at susanherrm@msn.com or Janneke at jannekevandenberkmortel@hotmail.com


Can't find previous issues of the Byte, Tigerbytes, other forms and documents, then checkout: http://www.medinapta.org/home.html.  This will link you to the Medina Elementary School Website.  If you know someone who didn't receive this, please forward it to them and have them send an email to pta@medinapta.org.  Same goes for if you don't want to receive it.   If you would like to submit anything please e-mail to Tobey or Betsy before 10:00am on Sundays. 
Thanks
Betsy and Tobey
betsygpj@hotmail.com
tobeybryant@comcast.net
