Head Lice Procedure for Head Lice Management in Bellevue School District

Standard Procedure:
1. Suspected cases of head lice will be referred to trained school staff to check the head for live lice.

2. If students are identified with live lice by either the presence of lice or nits, trained school staff should complete the following by the end of the school day:

· Student may remain in class until the end of the school day.

· Notify teacher and notify parents.

· If applicable, screen siblings or close contacts for lice, or notify their school.

· The pamphlet “Lice Aren’t Nice” will be sent home with the affected student to the parents.

3. The School Nurse may re-check the student at her/his next scheduled work day at school site.

Parent Responsibility:

· Check your student before school starts in the fall and before returning from school breaks.
· Checking all family members once a month for lice during the year will help control lice outbreaks –
whether your family has ever had an active case of lice or not. STAY AWARE.
· Contact the school if you know or suspect that your child has lice.

· Inform family and friends so they can check their children.

· Treat your child and follow “Lice Aren’t Nice” pamphlet instructions to control transmission in the home.  
This includes combing and picking for nits daily for two weeks.
· Examine all household members and treat anyone infested.

· Soak brushes, combs, hair clips in pediculocide shampoo or soak in hot water above 120 degrees for 10 minutes.

· Wash clothing, bedding and linens by machine washing and drying using the hot cycle for 30 minutes.

· Vacuum all rugs, carpets, furniture, car, car seats and strollers.  Discard the vacuum bag.  If using a bagless vacuum, securely bag vacuum contents immediately after vacuuming.

· Use of environmental sprays is NOT recommended due to possible toxicity and ineffectiveness.
Teacher Responsibility:
· Discourage close head contact in your classroom.  Separate coats by hanging on the back of individual chairs.  

Put hats and gloves in pockets or sleeves of student’s coat. 

· Notify office manager so that appropriate cleaning of classroom items occur, i.e. upholstered furniture, carpets.

Bag items that cannot be washed for 2 weeks.

· Recognize that lice are an infestation and communicable, any of your students may be affected.

· Protect the identity of students with head lice.

· Notify school nurse and/or office manager if you are informed of a case of lice in your class from a parent or student so the lice letter can be generated.
· Send home lice letter to parents with students.

· Be alert to signs of potential lice infestation in students (scratching the head), particularly at the nape of the neck.

Office Responsibility:
· Specify full time staff member(s) to be trained regarding lice identification.
· Provide letter home to parents for classroom that the student is in, if student is identified.
· Protect the confidentiality of students and their families.

· Be aware of parent’s responsibility and enlist the nurse’s help in ensuring that parents understand lice treatment and protocol.

· Notify custodial staff to vacuum affected classroom and upholstered furniture.
Nurse Responsibility:

· Provide lice letter to office manager/teacher
· Provide “Lice Aren’t Nice” educational pamphlet as needed to families.
· Provide training to office staff on lice detection and procedures to follow.
· Recheck student when nurse returns to school site if needed.
· Provide and support staff education on lice procedure.
· Provide educational letter via school publication on lice procedure.
· Assess the percentage of lice cases within a given school; outbreaks of 10% or more may require further measures.
