THE MEDINA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHESS CLUB INVITES ALL STUDENTS

Please come and enjoy playing chess with your friends while learning from

Medina's experienced chess coaches.  Students are placed with other players

of comparable chess-playing strength and are coached appropriate to their

own performance level.

Chess is many things to many people.  For students, chess is an intellectual

contest of mind and will and has become a significant educational tool for

stimulating critical thinking and creative problem solving.  Chess is much

more about figuring things out than about knowing what to do.  Chess makes

learning fun!

Parents and students involved in primary and secondary schools throughout

America have seen chess make learning fun, witnessed chess bring

families together, and seen their children make new friends while using

their minds in innovative and insightful ways.  Chess has become a part of

modern education and is pro-family, pro-education and pro-social.

In elementary schools throughout the Puget Sound region, it is a goal to

see as many girls as boys participating in chess club and playing in

scholastic chess tournaments on fall and winter Saturdays.  The skills

useful in generating successful chess play facilitate academic success and

help to build personal confidence in expressing one's own ideas in direct

and articulate form.

Chess is a robust game which engages much of the human mind and heart

when played enthusiastically.  Chess requires and uses many intellectual and

perceptual competencies: careful observation, verbal strategy building, and

insight into another's purposes and intentions.

Chess is narrative: each game tells a story and has a beginning, a middle,

and an end with plot twists generated through the mutual creative efforts of

two inventive minds at work.  The players (i.e., opponents) create

executable chess sentences as they navigate their way through the course of

a game.  Chess players write their own script -- 'play-write' -- as they

imagine their game into being.

Chess, like music and mathematics, has its own notational system, a

collected body of work (games) dating back centuries, and permits innovation

and improvisation in its expression.  Chess helps to develop and support

decision making skills in the face of incomplete information.  Chess

facilitates a powerful unification of perception, thought, will and action

in student development.

Girls learn chess in chess club and play with boys and girls in scholastic

chess tournaments on an even playing field.  Our region is home to some of

the strongest girl players in America.  Area schools annually field teams

with participating boys and girls which finish in the top five in national

competition.  Congratulations, girls and boys!

Parents support extracurricular chess with their efforts and leadership as a

supplement to their child's classroom education.  Chess play and practice

serve as positive, challenging, and character-building activities.  Parents

see the need for their children to develop healthy habits of mind and value

the critical thinking and creative problem solving skills inherent in

studying and playing chess.

The Medina Elementary School Chess Club invites all students to

participate in chess club.  Boys are welcome; girls are welcome: all

parents and students are welcome!  Chess is a fun and educational activity

that teaches logic, goal-oriented thinking, and functional creativity by

means of a hands-on cooperative dialog between two players.

Chess is a sport, a science and an art and allows students to interact in a

positive, life-affirming, and enriching way.  Please come and participate

in your Medina Chess Club on Wednesday afternoons after school.

Dr. Leo Stefurak, Medina Elementary School Chess Coach

