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	Welcome
Happy Monday! Congratulations to all the kids who participated in the school play "Treasure Island"! And a big thanks to Alice Souders for organizing things and to the Souders and the Getz families for hosting the directors. And thank you to Jill Keto for getting our mic/sound system upgraded so all the kids could be heard - we're sure you'll notice at the upcoming spring concerts!

Mary Kim and Gail Pratt also want to thank all the members of their staff appreciation committee - Melissa Brandenfels, Sheila Getz, Melissa Maffei, Mette Naness and Teri Pool. It was a great week and we all appreciate your efforts!

Remember to register to attend the parent-ed seminar by Gary Benton on May 26th, it will be worth it!

Thank you,

~ Debbie Scott & Laura Weingaertner, PTA co-Presidents
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Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon
The Medina Elementary School Staff is once again hosting a volunteer appreciation luncheon for all who have volunteered time at Medina Elementary this school year.

To all such volunteers, please join us on Wednesday, June 1st, from 11:15 to Noon, in the school libary.

We wish to celebrate your caring, compassion, enthusiasm, generosity and service to our school! Thank you!

Community Kids
CK - Community Kids
We are Proud of our Medina Students who participated in these events this year:

-School Supplies/Back To School Party (Lake Hills Elementary)

-Food Drive (Hopelink)

-Year-long Coat Drive (Stevenson Elementary/Sister School)

-Book Drive (Stevenson Elementary/Sister School)

-Pet Food Drive (Seattle Humane Society)

-Spring Closet Clean Out (Stevenson Elementary/Other Charitable Organizations)

-Spring Playground Clean-Up (Medina Elementary)

Community Kids Virtues Lived and Learned:

Community Support - Hard Work - Generosity - Kindness - Appreciation - Gratitude

"A HUGE thank you to the students and families of Medina Elementary for supporting their friends at Stevenson. The donations of coats and books were very generous and provided much warmth and reading material for students in all grades this year. Your generosity and kind hearts are greatly appreciated!"

~ Christy Lindquist, Principal, Stevenson Elementary

Information regarding a year-end party coming soon!

Thank you parents for your cooperation & generosity!
Your Community Kids Co-Chairs, Aimee Miller, Diana Swanson, Gretchen Pingree & Kristyn Arnold




	
	Estimated Impacts of Proposed State Budget Reductions on the BSD 2011-12 Budget
Proposed budget cuts at the state level have and could continue to result in a decrease in funding to the Bellevue School District for the 2011-12 school year. For the latest information, including the estimated impact of proposed state budget reductions on the Bellevue 2011-2012 budget, read more...
Mean while, Representatives Ross Hunter (D) and Marcie Maxwell (D) and Senator Rodney Tom (D) met with citizens and parents in the Bellevue School District to give a briefing on the status of the state budget and answer questions. Legislators began with opening statements and proceeded to take questions from the audience. 

Watch the 90 minute session
2011-2012 School Supplies
We're all set! To order your Medina Elementary student's school supplies for next year, simply visit www.epipacks.com, enter our school code MED021, select the pack for your child's grade level and pay. The ordered packs will be made available for parents to pick-up on a date (to be announced) just prior to commencement of the new school year.

Please don't delay. This online ordering opportunity will only be available until June 20th.

Questions should be directed to Linda Bracken. Thank you!

Gary Benton: "Birth Order & Sibling Rivalry"
Medina PTA is pleased to announce an evening with Gary Benton! Please join us for a night of parent education and comedy all in one. 
Thursday, May 26th
7:00-8:30 PM
Medina Gym
[image: image2.jpg]



Learn about:
~Boys vs. Girls: How their brains are different and how that affects Sibling Rivalry. 

~Birth Order: Strengths and weaknesses of the various Birth Order positions.

~Tools for Parents: Understanding differences and how to help your children. 

~Learn why Gary says first born children are the best in the family (can you tell he's the first-born?)

Gary Benton has a Bachelor's degree in Social Work from the University of Washington and a Master of Counseling degree from Seattle University. He has worked as a counselor for over 29 years. He provides training and consultation to teachers and schools throughout the United States and Canada. He has also authored the book, Firespitters, a workbook for parents.

"Very informative, realistic and so useful! Gary's humorous, sensitive approach made the day go quickly." - Mildred Young, Pre-Kindergarten Teacher
"He's one of the most engaging speakers I've heard. I felt like I was at a comedy club with friends receiving life changing information!" -Marybeth, Parent

"This is terrific! I wish all people who come in contact with children could hear Gary!" - London Campbell, Teacher

Click HERE to register!
If you have any questions please contact Alice Souders.

2011-2012 School Calendar
We are pleased to announce that the Bellevue Education Association and the District have reached a tentative agreement on the 2011-2012 and 2012-2013 school calendars. 

First Day of School: September 6, 2011
Winter Break: December 19, 2011 - January 2, 2012
Mid-Winter Break: February 20-24, 2012
Spring Break: April 9-13, 2012
Last Day of School: June 21, 2012 

Medina Elementary Spring Concert Schedule
Here are the dates and times for this year's Spring concerts at Medina Elementary:

Kindergarten - June 8th at 5:30pm

1st Grade - June 7th at 7:00pm

2nd Grade - June 1st at 6:00pm

3rd Grade - June 1st at 7:00pm

4th Grade - June 8th at 7:00pm

PDC
PDC selects 2 new Parent Reps for 2011-2013
The Program Delivery Council (PDC) is a School Board policy driven committee that represents all stakeholders: teachers, parents, PTSA, and administration (principal, staff). Parent Reps fulfill 2 year terms. We thank parent rep Carl Lombardi for his service as he leaves the PDC in June 2010.

We welcome Sean Hyatt (parent of K and 1st grade students) and Jessica Nadelman-Mulfinger (parent of 1st and 4th grade students) for 2-year term beginning in June 2011.

Lynn Janata Tremblay (parent of 4th grade student) and Melissa Lloyd (parent of 1st and 4th grade students) begin the second year of their two year term.

K-5 Literacy Materials Update
At their March 15th regular meeting, the School Board approved the Instructional Materials Committee recommendation to adopt Journeys as the instructional materials for use in the K-5 literacy curriculum in 2011-12. If you would like more information on the process leading to this adoption, visit the K-5 Literacy Review website.
Showcase Chinook
Showcase Chinook: May 19th, 6-9pm
Chinook Middle School would like to invite 5th-grade students and their families to Showcase Chinook (formerly Celebrate Chinook). This family event will feature many student performances and presentations, BBQ dinner, Book Fair and the famous Staff vs. Student Basketball Game. The event is planned jointly with the Chinook staff and PTSA. Hope to see you there!

BSD Strategic Plan 
Bellevue's Strategic Plan Needs Your Perspective
The District's strategic planning process is a district and community-based effort to develop a set of guiding principles and actionable strategies to guide the District's short and long term plan to achieve success for all children. To participate in this process, you can attend the next Community Forum on May 18th, tell us what's going well and what could be better, or give us your academic vision for students. You can also e-mail us additional feedback and recommendations (strategicplan@bsd405.org).

BSF Luncheon
Please come to the Bellevue Schools Foundation annual Spring for Schools luncheon, on May 26th at the Meydenbauer Center. This year, more than ever, with state budget cuts and the threat of policy 1460, BSF stands ready to help every student in our district reach their potential. Many of you have attended this luncheon, the Foundation's biggest fundraiser of the year, and know exactly how crucial the foundation is to the success of all of our children. If you've never been able to come, this is the year! Want more information on exactly how the foundation benefits your child? Or, if you know you would like to attend this year's luncheon, please contact Kea Rensch. Thank you!

Negative Lunch Account Balances 
Please CLICK HERE to view an important bulleting from Nutritional Services regarding lunch account balances. All negative balances must be paid in full by June 3rd, and any child with a negative balance after May 27th will not be entitled to obtain a school lunch that day.

Cub Scouts 
Check out Cub Scouting and Launch a Rocket!
Want to build and launch your own water rocket? Boys from K-4 are invited to learn about Cub Scouting at our monthly Pack meeting on Thursday May 19 at 7pm in the Medina Cafeteria. Please bring 2-4 soda bottles (water bottles are too thin), a milk carton or cardboard for fins, duct tape, and scissors. Contact Jonathan Kagle for more information.

Ivar's and Kidd Valley's Best Teacher Contest
Below is a press release issued by Ivar's and Kidd Valley regarding their annual contest to identify and reward a teacher of the year. Wouldn't it be wonderful to see a Medina teacher win!
Ivar's and Kidd Valley Restaurants Invite Local Students to Nominate Their Favorite Teacher as Washington's Best Eighth annual Teacher of the Year contest awards two top teachers $500 in classroom supplies plus classroom party.

In honor of National Teacher Appreciation month in May, Ivar's and Kidd Valley restaurants are calling on all kindergarten through eighth grade students to nominate their favorite teacher for a chance to win 2011 Teacher of the Year honors. A top teacher from both Ivar's and Kidd Valley will be selected as a grand prize winner. Each will win a $500 gift card for school supplies and title of Ivar's Teacher of the Year or Kidd Valley Teacher of the Year. The nominating student of the grand prize winner will receive either a classroom chowder party (including a visit by Ivar's famous dancing clam!) or a delicious Kidd Valley burger party.

To nominate a teacher, students 14 years or younger may visit any Puget Sound area Ivar's or Kidd Valley location (excluding stadiums) to complete an official entry form, or go to Ivar's Teacher of the Year or to Kidd Valley Teacher of the Year. All entries must be received by May 22, 2011. The official Teacher of the Year rules can be found on Ivar's website as well.

Ivar's and Kidd Valley's eighth annual Teacher of the Year contest was inspired by heart-warming stories of teachers' positive contributions in and out of the classroom. As in previous years, the contest seeks to honor educators that go above and beyond the call of duty to teach, mentor and support their students. The 2010 Teacher of the Year grand prize winners were Darrel Tanaka of Hamilton International Middle School in Seattle, and Darlene Moe of Hillcrest Elementary School in Lake Stevens.

In addition to the two Teachers of the Year grand prizes, the contest will also award four teachers first prize of a $150 gift card for school supplies, and 30 teachers will receive second prize of a $25 Ivar's or Kidd Valley gift card.

Summer Camps at Boys & Girls Clubs of Bellevue 
A Message From Boys & Girls Clubs Of Bellevue 

Boys & Girls Clubs of Bellevue offer's affordable options for families throughout the summer. We have a number of exciting new program offerings this summer and we would enjoy seeing you there! Please visit our website for all the information.

Specialty Camps give youth the opportunity to participate in week long programs focusing on specialized programming. This year our camps will feature weeks on Tech, The Arts, Sports, Outdoors, Cooking, Legos and Science. Specialty camps are specifically designed for youth in Grades 1-2 and Grades 3-5. Each week youth will bring home a variety of projects that show their new skills and activities completed. Each member enrolled in these camps will have the opportunity to attend a field trip correlating to the week's theme. These camps have very limited space. CLICK HERE for more information.

We will also again offer our popular Day Camps! Day camps run from 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM. CLICK HERE for more information.

We offer 3 age groups, and we also offer extended care through our sunrise & sunset programs.

Please feel free to contact Christina if you have any questions about summer camps!

Creative Kids After-School Program
Northwest Arts Center
9825 NE 24th Avenue - Bellevue

Bellevue Parks & Community Services

Wednesdays, 12:30-3:30pm ~ Ages 5-11

Enhance your child's creativity while enjoying the beautiful setting of the Northwest Arts Center. Activities compliment the season and include time spent in both indoor and outdoor settings. Children explore a variety of arts and crafts including clay art; movement and active play; nature studies and gardening as the season permits.

Staff will provide safe walking transportation from Clyde Hill Elem. to the Northwest Arts Center. School bus transportation available from Medina Elem. For more information please email or call Debbie Pettersson, Northwest Arts Center Programs Coordinator (425-452-4106). To register, log on to www.MyParksAndRecreation.com or call 425 452-6885.

Creative Kids (6 wks): May 11-June 15
12:30-3:30pm #56078 $135 (R) $162 (N)

Fall Session will start on Wednesday, Sept. 14, 2011.

5 year olds must be currently enrolled and attending kindergarten.

Creative Kids ~ Summer Day Camp
9am-3pm $165 (R) $190 (N)

Aug 1-5 Program # 58387

Aug 8-12 Program # 58388

Aug 15-19 Program # 58389

Aug 22-26 Program # 58390

Ages 5-11. 5 year olds must have completed one year of kindergarten.

Join the fun !

Youth Basketball Camps This Summer 
Chris O'Connor, the head coach of the Bellevue High School varsity boys basketball team, is hosting private youth basketball camps for girls and boys this summer. The camps will be conducted at Bellevue College. For more information and to register, please CLICK HERE.
Kindergarten Registration
Kindergarten Registration is currently in progress. If you have a child entering Kindergarten next fall, please make sure to pick up a packet in the office and return the paperwork as soon as possible. If you have already taken a registration packet, please complete the forms and bring them back to the office. Please note that you do not have to have all of the health forms completed to turn in your forms. To start the process we need address verification, birth certificate, full day kindergarten form, and the registration form. You can turn in the health forms before the start of the school year.

The sooner we can process the registration forms, the sooner we can have accurate numbers for class sizes and staffing. Thank you!
BellevueGifted.org
CLICK HERE to view a website with educational resources and news.


	Smile Jar
Have tickets to sport events, dance or drama performances, lectures or other events you cannot use? Wish you could give tickets to someone who would enjoy the event or performance? Want to surprise Medina Staff with tickets to their favorite type of event? Drop-off your tickets at the front desk and let them know they are for the Smile Jar. Ms Chris or Molly will make sure they land in the hands of a staff member who will appreciate them.

If you have any questions please contact Gail Pratt or Mary Kim.

Amazon.com 
Shopping on Amazon.com?
It's easy to raise money for our schools while you shop at Amazon.com. Just go to the Bellevue Schools Foundation (BSF) website home page and click on the Amazon.com link. BSF receives over 7% of each sale. Remember, you must go through the BSF home page link for BSF to get credit for the order!
Virtue of the Week
Confidence
Self-confidence is trusting that you have what it takes to handle whatever happens. You feel sure of yourself and enjoy trying new things, without letting doubts or fears hold you back. And when others have confidence in you, they rely on you.

Byte Submissions
Do you have something you'd like announced in the Byte? Please email content to Linda Bracken at lindakbracken@msn.com, submissions are due Friday (and are subject to PTA approval).

Calendar Items
19-May Showcase Chinook, 6:00 PM

26-May BSF Spring for Schools Luncheon

26-May Gary Benton: Birth Order & Sibling Rivalry, 7:00 PM

30-May NO SCHOOL - Memorial Day

June Spring concerts (see above)

1-Jun Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon, 11:15 AM

2-Jun PTA Generaly Assembly, 9:30 AM

10-Jun All School Barbeque, 5:30 PM

15-Jun Field Day

17-Jun LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

Please feel free to contact us with questions or concerns you may have on any PTA topics. 


Sincerely,

Debbie Scott & Laura Weingaertner 

Medina Elementary PTA
P.O. Box 247 | Medina, WA 98039 | pta@medinapta.org
Debbie | H: 425.462.5539 | C: 206.949.1163 | d_bscott@hotmail.com
Laura | H: 425.450.0988 | C: 206.979.1903 | lweingaertner@hotmail.com
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Editor Linda Bracken
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