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	Calendar of Events
Dec. 7th - 17th - Auction Stripe Hype Procurement - EXTENDED!

Dec. 15th - Yearbook Order Form due to office $14.00 payable to Medina PTA

Dec. 21st - Jan. 1st - Winter Break - No School

Jan. 6th - 1st Auction Work Party 8:15 am - 10:30 am, Edelhertz Residence

Jan. 13th - International School Info Night - 7:00 pm @ Performing Arts Center

Jan. 14th - PTA General Assembly Meeting - 7:00 pm @ Medina 

Jan. 18th - PTA Focus Day in Olympia

Jan. 18th - NO School - MLK Day

Jan. 20th - Chinook Middle School Info Night - 7:00 pm
Feb. 1st - WA State PTA Men's Essay Contest Deadline

Feb. 6th - MEDINA PTA AUCTION @ the Bellevue Hyatt
Feb. 9th - Vote for School Levies
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When?  December 7th through 17th
What?  Turn in Procurement forms to your teacher to help raise money for your school at the Feb 6, 2010 Medina Auction
Why?  You earn a stripe for your class tiger and prizes for you
 
Auction Stripe Hype Week is being extended and will now end on Dec 17th.  We are hoping to get 100 items donated to help make the auction a success.  Here are FAQ's.

 

· Is there such thing as a too small donation?  NO!  We can easily group items together to make theme packages that will be very appealing. 

· How do I get a donation? Ask!  When I go into a business, I bring one in, and when I pay I ask for a donation for the Medina Elementary PTA auction.  

· What businesses are good targets? Spas, salons, dry cleaners, arts & crafts stores, framing places, restaurants... any place you go! 

· Where do I get a form? Procurement forms were sent home a few weeks ago and can also be found in the school office or downloaded at: medinapta.org 

· Where do I drop off an item? Please coordinate with Mary Ellen Nickerson (503) 358.0199 or mmnick5@aol.com 

· I want to know if a business has already been contacted.  Who can I ask?  Call or email Kris Taylor at (425) 562-6670 or (kris.taylor@yahoo.com) with any questions.



	

	Order Yearbooks by December 15th
It is time to order your yearbooks!  The yearbooks won't arrive until June but you must order in advance.  Forms are available in the school office or at the Medina PTA Website.  Orders are due Tuesday, December 15!   Yearbooks are $14.00 each (payable to Medina PTA) and will be distributed to your child's classroom at the end of the school year.  For questions, please contact your yearbook gals,Kristin Hawblitzel, Darcy Johnson & Jen Ramos.

General Assembly Meeting Thursday, January 14th at 7:00 pm
Please join us on Thursday, January 14th at 7:00 pm for our
General Assembly Meeting
 
We will be discussing the upcoming Levies, our 2010 Auction and our budget.
 

 If you have any questions please contact Jen Bishop or Patty Jordan.  
Math Corner by Betty Nhan
During the past month, there has been a mix of new projects and ongoing ones.   For Math Mania, round 6 has started and will end on the last day before winter break.   Some of you may also be wondering about the raffle tickets that your child is bringing home.  These are meant as a receipt for the entries they submit, so don't worry about keeping track of them.   I have received a total of 228 entries for all 5 of the Math Mania Challenges, and special recognition should go to the kindergarteners as more and more have risen to the challenge!  

At the other end of the grade spectrum, I have started teaching 6th grade math to interested groups of fifth graders every week.  Right now we're focusing on multiplying and dividing decimals.  In addition, I am always continuing to work with other teachers to help enhance their instruction of Math Expressions.  Outside of the classroom, I have met with the kindergarten instructional assistants to train them on the structure and focus of the math lessons so they can better support the classroom teachers.  
Ideas for over the Winter Break
With winter break in the horizon, here are just a few ways you can engage your young mathematician(s) and help them practice their math skills.  
         A great way to involve family and friends who are visiting is to play board games and online strategy games.  The NCTM website has a link to "Calculation Nation" which offers an interesting variety of online games.  Focus on discussing the strategy behind the game which is a great way to promote students' awareness of their thinking.  
         I will also have a packet of paper based games that you can pick up outside of my office Room 219 before break.  
         If baking and cooking together is your family tradition, use these opportunities to extend your students' understanding of measurement.  Have them figure out and measure the amounts needed for a double batch of cookies or estimate the appropriate container to hold all the leftovers!
Betty Nhan
nhanb@bsd405.org
Math Specialist
425.456.5462
December Technology at Medina by Benay Weinstein
 We've been very busy in the computer lab & studio!
 
Our kindergarteners are continuing to show their improved skills as they learn about basic sentence structure and type out a short sentence, draw a related picture and print on their own. Although this is a great accomplishment in itself, I find the greatest one is when we look around the lab and see a room full of "teachers." In other words, the students have become so comfortable with the technology, that they are helping those students around them with ease and confidence.  
 
First Grade finished up their "Thankful" slide shows which culminated in a parent presentation. They are also learning the basics of Word while learning more sophisticated skills like adding borders and images. Our 2nd graders, who are continuing to produce their "Good Citizenship" videos and will soon learn the basics of Publisher as they work on their Invention projects. 
 
The third graders are continuing to work on their state brochures as they dive deeper into formatting skills within Publisher. Fourth grade students are busy writing myths and will use PowerPoint as a means to present their stories.
 
Our student tech team has been busy editing the Daily News and also taking on several video projects.  We have small groups of students working on "recess rules" segments and have also started interviewing our Instructional Assistants. Through this process they are getting exposed to many phases of video production, as well as exposure to video editing.  They are finding out that most of the work is actually done in the "pre-production" stage and that it is truly mostly about writing....8-)
 
Please let me know if you have any questions and I look forward to another great month of working with our students.
 
Benay Weinstein
Technology Coordinator 
weinsteinb@bsd405.org
425.456.5437
 

Cartridges For Kids
Cartridges For Kids is designed as a recycling fundraiser for schools.  What can you do?
Collect Small Electronics and Ink Jet Cartridges over the Holiday Break!!!  I bet the aunts, uncles, grandmas, grandpas and family friends have OODLES of things hiding in closets they would LOVE to donate to a good cause.  
 
We are asking the students to bring in the items below with parent permission.  These items can be collected at home, around the neighborhood or at work.  They should come with chargers, controllers and any other accessory that can be found for them.                
          cell phones (and accessories)            video game consoles (and accessories)        
          video games                              empty inkjet cartridges
          GPS systems (and accessories)         digital cameras (and accessories)               
          Laptops (and accessories)                PDAs/Palm Pilots (and accessories)            
          iPods (and accessories)
                                                          
***Parents can also help by finding business that use inkjet printers and/or small electronics that can be collected for Medina Elementary. 
 
Students can turn the items in to the box in their grade level wing outside of the following classrooms: 
K - Mrs. Carr   1st - Mrs. Kingshott    2nd - Mrs. Corey-Boulet 
3rd - Miss Rauch     4th - Ms. Seery    5th - Mrs. Kaminoff  
 
The drive is from January 4th - January 22nd.  However, items will continue to be collected all year long.  View the website for more details.  http://www.cfktoday.com/.  Any questions please contact Kristi Stroyan at stroyank@bsd405.org
4th Grade Hosts Needed for Class Brunch
Thank you to everyone who has stepped up to host their class brunches.  We are still looking for 4th Grade Party host/co-hosts. Please contact Kea Rensch by Wednesday, December 16, if you would like to volunteer.  Thank you for supporting our school auction.

amazon.com Donates 7% to Bellevue Schools
Shopping online this holiday season?  Enter amazon.com through the BSF website and 7% of every purchase you make will automatically be donated to the Bellevue Schools Foundation.  Thank you for supporting our schools!

Auction Work Party
Come one and all!  We need you at the first auction work party!  This is a fun way to volunteer and you can come anytime between 8:15 and 10:30 and stay as long as you can!  We need your help getting the invitations ready to mail.  Preschoolers welcome.  Coffee and goodies will be provided.  Hope to see you there!

Date:  Wednesday, January 6th
Time:  8:15 am - 10:30 am
Location:  Kristen Edelhertz's home, 8215 NE 8th Street, Medina (one block east of the school on the one-way street)
For more information, please contact Kristen Edelhertz.

BSD Emergency Communications Bulletins
With winter weather quickly approaching, keep in mind the following sources for emergency bulletins:
School Report Website
Local TV/Radio Stations
BSD Website 
BSD Newsline:  425-456-4111
BSD Resource Blog
Facebook 
Twitter 
To register for e-mail notifications from the school district, sign up at the BSD website.

Recruitment Period for 2010-11 PTA Officers
If you would like to become more involved and make a valuable contribution to our wonderful school, here is your opportunity!  Recruiting for 2010-11 PTA Officers has just begun; including: President(s) elect, Secretary, and VPs of Fundraising & Programs.  Please contact Tracey Kruger for more information.   

Board Approves Levies for February 9 Ballot
Recently the school board approved 2 levies for the upcoming election.  The first one is an education program levy, which replaces a levy that expires in 2010 and provides 21% of the district's operating budget.  Second is a technology/capital which will be used to:
-provide new classroom technology and training in its use
-upgrade the former Ringdall Middle School to house middle school students whose schools are being remodeled
-complete large-scale maintenance projects such as roofs, flooring, & mechanical, electrical, water and sewer systems
-improve or replace sports fields
-provide support for common curriculum and assessments
Remember to VOTE on February 9!!!
Legislators Prepare School Board for Bad Financial News
Six local legislators attended the school board meeting on November 17 to talk about what school districts could expect from the 2010 legislative session.  The legislators told the board they are expecting a deficit ranging from $2.2 to $2.5 billion in a one-year period (Friday's Seattle Times said the total was up to $2.6 billion), which could mean more drastic cuts in state funding than those made last year.  When parents in the audience asked what they could do to help, they were told to unite with residents of Seattle and Spokane and "light up the board" in the Governor's office to request a special legislative session in December to consider House bill 1776, which would protect local school districts' levy authority.  To see a video of the legislators' comments, visit the following BSD website.

Give to the Smile Jar
*Have tickets to sport events, dance and drama performances, lectures and other events you cannot use?  Wish you could give tickets to someone who would enjoy the event or performance?  Want to surprise Medina Staff with tickets to their favorite type of event?
Drop off your tickets at the front desk and let them know they are for the Smile Jar.  Ms Chris or Molly will make sure they land in the hands of staff member who will appreciate them.
If you have any questions please contact Gail Pratt  or Mary Kim.

Virtues Parenting Course
A class for parents to learn 5 empowering strategies to bring out the best in your children.  The Virtues Project™ was honored by the United Nations as a model program for people of all cultures and it is being used in 95 countries. Medina has been using this excellent program since 2001. 
Dates:  Tuesdays, Jan. 12, 26, Feb. 2, & 9, 2010
Time:  7:00 - 9:00 pm
Location:  Medina Elementary Library
Cost:  $97 per person, $147 per couple.  The fee includes handouts.  Anyone registering before Dec. 15 will get a set of virtues cards.  Call 425-747-9079 for more information. 

Dina, Mary & Janneke Virtues Committee 2009/2010

Lice Reminder

Although It doesn't appear that lice is a major problem at this point, there have been some reported cases of lice at school.  Please remember that checking all family members once a week for lice during the year will help control lice outbreaks. Whether your family has ever had an active case of lice or not, STAY AWARE.  Contact the school if you know or suspect that your child has lice.  For more information, please visit the Medina PTA - FAQs website.

Medina Elementary Volunteers
IMPORTANT!  In order to volunteer at Medina Elementary you must complete a Parent Volunteer Form in the school office.  This only needs to be done once for all your years at Medina Elementary.  Bring a copy of your driver's license - it must be attached to the form.

Sports & Activities Corner
Countdown to skiing/boarding with the Bellevue Ski School in January!  Bellevue Ski School is starting on January 9th, with two 4-week sessions or one 8-week session, and will continue through March 6th.  Sign up for this great ski and board program!  Early registration ends December 1st, with final registration ending December 15th.  For more information, visit Bellevue Ski School.


	Please feel free to contact us with questions or concerns you may have on any PTA topics. 

 
Sincerely,
 
Jen Bishop & Patty Jordan 
 
Medina Elementary PTA
P.O. Box 247 | Medina, WA 98039 | pta@medinapta.org
Jen | H: 425.502.8821 | C: 425.445.9559 | codyjen@comcast.net
Patty | H: 425.635.9422 | C: 425.417.0997 | patty@jordanfour.com

Medina PTA 2.3.57 

Editor Jennifer Wasierski

Please thank our 2009 auction sponsor by patronizing 
Bellevue Place businesses!






