Welcome back to school for the new year.  We hope everyone had a wonderful break and is jumping on those New Years Resolutions.  Perhaps one was to get more involved in learning about what was happening with the PTA, don’t miss the next PTA meeting on January 16th, where we discuss “Where Do Our PTA Dollars Go?”.  Maybe your resolution was to be a more active volunteer; the Auction could use your help in procuring items large and small.  It’s easy and fun.  Finally, maybe your resolution involved getting your kids engaged and excited about science, check out the links below for the signup for science club.  
Calendar Items
· January 10, Virtues Parent Training Begins
· January 12, Medina Chess Tournament, register at www.signup4chess.com 

· JANUARY 20:    Online Auction procurement deadline 

· January 16th, PTA General Meeting, “Where Do Our PTA Dollars Go?”, we will feature some exciting guest speakers to tell us first hand the impact of our spending. 

· FEBRUARY 1:   Online Auctions Start 

· FEBRUARY 8:   Procurement Deadline 

· March 8th 2008, Mark you Calendar for the Medina Auction 

· March 11, Bond Issue to Modernize Bellevue Schools on Ballot 
To do:
· Order All the Right Type III 

· Pay for your child's Lunch Money!!!!  Please pay for your child’s lunch account in a timely manner!!!! 

· Procure, procure for Auction 2008.   We need everyone's help.  Procurement forms are in the office and online. 

· Clean out the closets of unwanted games that are in working order and donate them to school for rainy day recess. 

· Add www.schoolreport.org to your favorites.  This is the website to check for school closures.


AUCTION NEWS:   Medina 2008 School Auction "Carnival - A Night in Rio" is in full swing.
Our web site,medina.maestroweb.com. ,is up and running.  We are now accepting procurement donations online, medina.maestroweb.com.   Online Auctions start Feb 1st.  That means we have an online procurement deadline of January 20th so we can get items inputted and ready.  We need everyone to do there best in procuring 1-2 small to mid-sized items!!! 
Items that sell well online can include:  t-times at golf courses, restaurant gift certificates, designer purses, jewelry, tangible items such as skateboards or ski gear, small electronics, spa gift certificates, cooking classes, tickets to events, kid’s birthday party packages, collection of art supplies, collection of cookbooks, family entertainment packages, auto detailing certificates, unique experiences such as meeting a celebrity or a special backstage tour of the zoo or aquarium.  We would also love any vacation homes that might be available for Mid-Winter break!
PLEASE turn in donations as soon as possible.   We are in need of small, medium and large donations!  Forms are also available in the Office.
Auction dates to Mark on your Calendar
JANUARY 20:    Online procurement deadline
FEBRUARY 1:   Online Auctions Start
FEBRUARY 8:   Procurement Deadline  
MARCH 8:         CARNIVAL, A Night in Rio
Advertise in the Auction Catalogue.    We are looking for great businesses and people to advertise in the Medina Elementary Auction catalogue.  Where else can you get your business in front of such an outstanding demographic for such a minimal fee?  Please contact Kea Rensch (kbrensch@comcast.net or 425.462.0044) if you or anyone you know is interested.  This opportunity cannot be missed!"


Science Club Signups
Many of you have asked if there will once again be a Science Club and Science Fair this year, and the answer is YES!....and it is quickly approaching!
We have decided to make a few changes this year to try to accommodate more kids into the Science Club. We will be holding TWO sessions of Science Club.  
· Session One - Electrical Circuits, begin Thursday, January 31st and run six consecutive weeks, excluding mid-winter break. 

· Session Two – Chemistry, Thursday, March 20th and run for six consecutive weeks, excluding spring break.
Sessions will both be 6 weeks long, taking place on Thursdays from 2:35-4pm (same as Drama Club).  Once again, we will have two groups of kids - 2nd-3rd graders and 4-5th graders.  The groups will meet together for 10 minutes for snack and overview, but then the groups will be in two different rooms to accommodate the different pace that these experiments can proceed.  There will be plenty of experiments to handle all levels of science enthusiasts.
 
Each session will cost $40/student, payable to Medina PTA.  Scholarships are available.  Registration will be a random drawing.  Sessions will be slightly larger this year with 15 kids per section per session - therefore 30 kids per 6-week session. Registration forms will be due back into the office in the Science Club folder by Friday, January 18th.  The drawing will take place on Monday morning.  You will be alerted of the results by Monday afternoon so that you can plan accordingly for the upcoming weeks.
 
Check out the link on the medina website for more information:  http://medinapta.org/images/Science_Club.doc 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Marianne Mowat, Emer Dooley or Ellen McDermott.


Parenting with Virtues Workshop starts this week- If you want to learn more about the language of virtues, recognizing teachable moments, setting boundaries, honoring your child’s spirit, and offering companioning.  Betsy Lydle Smith is offering a workshop for Medina Parents.  It will be held at Medina on Jan. 10th, 17th, 31st and Feb. 7th 2008 in the evening from 7 to 9 pm.  It is $95 per person or $145 per couple.  Call 425-747-9079 or email betsy@virtuestraining.com to sign up or contact Susan Herrmann at susanherrm@msn.com or Janneke at jannekevandenberkmortel@hotmail.com.  Also, More information:  http://www.virtuestraining.com/Building+Strong+Families%3A+Parenting+with+Virtues




Order All the Right Type:  Help your child learn the keyboarding skills that will need throughout life.  End the pain of hunt and peck.  All the Right type is a self paced computer based program that teaches kids to keyboard.  Its $30 and you can order until January 30th.  Here are the links to a letter from Jennifer Rose explaining in more detail the rational for the program and the order form.  http://www.medinapta.org/images/All_the_Right_Type_Letter_by_J._Rose.doc   http://www.medinapta.org/images/all_the_right_type_order_form_parents-final.doc 

Any questions contact:  Tina Alexieff at talexieff@msn.com.  


Signup for the Medina chess tournament:  Please go to www.signup4chess.com to register your child for the Medina chess tournament on Saturday, January 12th at Medina!  It will be a fabulous experience for all kids new to chess and the coaches will be trying to encourage ALL kids who are available to participate for a great learning experience and to show off our school spirit.  The kids wear their orange Medina chess shirt (let Marianne know if you would like to purchase one) and they have a great time bonding with each other, supporting each other in their games and celebrating on stage later in the day with team trophies!  All Kindergarteners are guaranteed their own personal trophy as well!


Please Donate Your Unwanted Indoor Games to Medina
If you have board games, decks of cards, or other items that students could play indoors in small groups, please consider donating them to Medina Elementary.  Due to scheduling, 4th and 5th graders have not been able to use specialty rooms (i.e., music, art, or the gym) during rainy day lunch recess.  We would like to give them the option of staying in the cafeteria on rainy days to play games.  If you have questions or suggestions for other activities, please contact Karyn Brady (Instructional Assistant) at bradyk@bsd405.org or Molly Piper (Instructional Assistant) at 425-456-5400 or piperm@bsd405.org. Donations can be delivered to Karyn or Molly in the front office at Medina.  Thank you! 



Bond to Modernize Schools to be on March 11 Ballot 

The Bellevue School District Board of Directors has just authorized a second phase of its school modernizations with a bond to be placed on the March 11, 2008 ballot.   The bond would pay for the rebuilding of Ardmore, Cherry Crest and Spiritridge elementary schools; improvements to Bellevue and Sammamish high schools that will bring them up to standards of recent work done at Interlake and Newport; and the modernization of Tyee, Chinook, and Odle middle schools.  Tillicum may also be targeted for upgrades if escalation of construction costs slows to a lower rate than that of the previous five years.  Decisions about the middle schools included in this package were based on whether additional space was needed to house growing enrollments, and on architects’ assessments of the overall condition of the buildings.  If funds remain after completing these scheduled projects, additional improvements – such as additional multipurpose space -- could be made at Enatai, Bennett and Puesta del Sol elementary schools.
The board approved this option after considering two different packages.  The board’s decision to include as many facilities as possible within the bond package was based on several factors:
· the need to keep the district’s building modernization program moving forward; 
· the district’s successful experiences in completing high-quality projects on time; 
· the current climate in which construction inflation rates have slowed somewhat; and 

· the knowledge that the average tax rate over the next eight years would likely be lower than the average tax rate of the past eight years. 
The average of annual local school tax rates from 2000 through 2007 was $2.20 per $1,000 of assessed valuation.  If the bond package were approved, even with the renewal of a general fund levy in 2010, the average of annual local school tax rates between 2008 and 2015 is projected to be $2.13 per $1,000.


Spanish Immersion Program Kindergarten Information Night, January 16th, 6:30PM in the Gym at Puesta del Sol.  Do you want your child to be bilingual and challenged academically? This program may be for you! The Spanish Immersion Program began in 1986.  It gives English speaking students an opportunity to complete the Bellevue School District curriculum while developing Spanish proficiency and acquiring all necessary English skills. For more information:  425-456-6100 or  www.bsd405.org  


Give to the SMILE JAR,   New this Year!!!   Do you have tickets to sport events, dance & drama performances, lectures, or gift/restaurant certificates you cannot use. Bring them to the front office & Ms. Chris will take it from there, making sure they land in the hands of a staff member who will appreciate them!  (You may send them in with your child,. Last minute is fine!) Questions?  Contact Kathy Mitchell (kathrynmitchell@hotmil.com), or Carolyn Clark (carolyncl@comcast.net)


Nominating Committee - If you or someone you know is interested in being a PTA President, Treasurer, Vice-president, VP of Programs for our PTA please contact our nominating committee.  They are Steve Jacobs, Corinne Beardsley, Patty Jordan, Kea Rensch and Ally Svenson.  You can also e-mail your suggestions to pta@medinapta.org.
Can't find previous issues of the Byte, Tigerbytes, other forms and documents, then checkout: http://www.medinapta.org/home.html.  This will link you to the Medina Elementary School Website.  If you know someone who didn't receive this, please forward it to them and have them send an email to pta@medinapta.org.  Same goes for if you don't want to receive it.   If you would like to submit anything please e-mail to Tobey or Betsy before 10:00am on Sundays.
Thanks
Betsy and Tobey
betsygpj@hotmail.com
tobeybryant@comcast.net
