	What a fun and exciting week with Chess and Wacky Wednesday starting and the Bellevue School Board visiting Medina all day last Thursday.  Members of the School Board visited classes,  spoke with kids, parents, and teachers.  Get those walkathon pledges in on Tuesday and hope our Indian Summer returns.
Mark you calendar, add to your to do list:<!--[endif]-->
· Tuesday, Oct. 2, Walkathon Pledges Due 

· Tuesday Oct 9, Signups for Foreign Language, send in via personal or Kid Mail 

· Wed. Oct. 10th, Noon, Walkathon 

· Thurs, Oct. 25th 6:30pm “Parenting with Virtues” Seminar at Medina 

· Sun Nov 4,  3:00-500PM, Father-Daughter Sock-Hop in the Gym. Check it out on the website: http://www.medinapta.org/images/Father_Daughter_Dance_Flyer_2007.doc 

· Wed. Nov 7, 7:30pm, PTA General Assembly.  Guest Speaker Mike Riley.  Get a sitter and come join us for what should be an informative evening.
To do:
· Sign up, sign up a spouse, remind your friends to sign up for our PTA.  We currently have 357 members!!  Let’s see if we can get 100% participation!!  
· Volunteer for the Walkathon, contact Jennifer Ramos rjjennifer@comcast.net 

· Fill out Legislative Survey http://www.zoomerang.com/recipient/survey-intro.zgi?p=WEB226V6B7FVDA 

· Make your donation to The Bellevue Schools Foundation.  www.bsfdn.org/donate
 Walkathon:  Go for the Gold!  
We got off to a great start for the walkathon.  Thanks to all that got their pledges, permission slips and volunteer forms in.  Second round of walkathon pledges are due this Tuesday, 10/2, at 8:10am.  Please send them to school with your children. Their pledges will be tallied and the envelopes returned at the end of the day, so students may continue with their efforts.  Awards and Class prizes will be given out each week.  You can also turn in your permission slips and volunteer forms with your child’s envelope.  All Children will need a permission slip to participate.  
If you have not had a chance to sign-up to volunteer for Walkathon, email Jennifer Ramos rjjennifer@comcast.net.   Thanks for your participation!  If you have questions, please contact lweingaertner@hotmail.com       annestrecker@comcast.net
Foreign Language Sign-ups – Tuesday Oct 9.
Registrations are going on now for Kindergarten Spanish, as well as Beginning and Continuing Spanish for grades 1-5. There are a few spots left in each class, so if you're interested, please find forms and information in the school office. Deadline has been extended to Tuesday, October 9. Classes will be Tues/Thurs after school. Please contact Anna Duff at abduff@msn.com with any questions.  
Fill out the  2007 Legislative Issues Survey-our kids need our input!  Each spring, local PTA units, councils, and individual members have the opportunity to submit issues that have statewide importance for children. Then, in October, by process of caucus and debate, the priority issues of the Washington State PTA are chosen. These priority issues become the priority focus of WSPTA's activities during the legislative session. Click below to fill out the legislative survey online.  You input helps to determine where the Washington State PTA focuses its lobbying efforts.
http://www.zoomerang.com/recipient/survey-intro.zgi?p=WEB226V6B7FVDA
Check your child’s lunch money:  Medina is currently experiencing a chronic problem for late payment of lunch money.  Have your child check their lunch balance and let you know when it gets below $5.  Usually the school will send a note home or call home, but please be proactive in checking the balance and getting that check into school.  If you would like to track it electronically, check out Paypams, while it costs $10 a child, you can automatically pay, pay by credit card and check your account balance.  While no child is ever denied lunch, too many people are taking advantage of this generosity. 
Support the Bellevue Schools Foundation
You can make a difference! By making a donation to the Bellevue Schools Foundation, we can improve the future for our children through academic rigor, student support, and support for the teachers. Do for every child what we would do for our own. Please donate by October 10. To make a contribution online, go to www.bsfdn.org/donate and to learn more about BSF's work, visit their website: www.bsfdn.org. Thank you for investing for today and tomorrow!
Support Simple Majority
The Medina PTA board of directors has unanimously endorsed Simple Majority for our local schools.  On November 6th, Washington voters will be asked to vote on a constitutional amendment, EHJR 4204, that will help improve the quality of our schools. EHJR 4204 says a simple majority of voters is required to pass a school levy. School levy dollars provide critical operating and maintenance funds for our schools.  Currently schools require a supermajority of voters (60%).  While this hasn’t been a  problem in Bellevue, it is in other places around the state.  A levy in Renton failed with 59% of the vote.  This requirement isnt fair to our kids or our schools.  Most communites can pass parks and jail levies with a simple majority. Need more information, check out http://www.simplybetterschools.org 
Got questions about how your child is being taught Math computation?   Netflix queue low?  
Hear exactly what Bellevue School District’s teachers are hearing regarding teaching math to elementary school children, view the attached two-part video on teaching computation.   http://www.bsd405.org/Default.aspx?tabid=189
What’s for Lunch?  Here is October’s lunch menu:  http://www.bsd405.org/portals/0/nutrition/October%202007%20elementary%20-%20final.pdf
Get a Medina Tigers Water Bottle
Green Team is selling reusable Medina Tiger water bottles, to replace over use of disposable plastic water bottles.   The funds raised will replace the non decomposing Styrofoam (takes over 2 million years) lunch trays with decomposable lunch trays.  The costs of these trays is nearly $6,000.  
No paperwork will be sent home for this in order to save energy and resources.   Make Checks payable to Medina PTA and please write Water Bottle Fundraiser and number of bottles to be purchased in the memo portion of your checks ($5 per water bottle). Money will be collected by your classroom teacher or front office. Any additional donations for the cause will be welcomed.  
**Our goal is to have the water bottles distributed by the Walk-A-Thon, this is not guaranteed as the production and shipping is out of our hands.  The main purpose for the water bottles is to encourage healthy habits and Earth consciousness.  Water bottle care instructions will be provided with the water bottles.  
GO GREEN!!! PRE ORDERS START NOW!!!
Any questions email: Kristi Stroyan at stroyank@bsd405.org orJill Heijer at jillplus3@hotmail.com
SAVE THE DATE!  Join us for an evening of fun and learning at the 3rd Annual “Parenting with Virtues” Seminar
Medina Elementary School
Thursday, October 25th
6:30 Coffee and Dessert
7:00 Seminar 
                                                    Guest Speakers: Principal Jennifer Rose, Randell Walton,Betsy Lydle Smith
Discover how your children use VIRTUES at school. Learn empowering strategies that will inspire the practice of  VIRTUES in your everyday life.
Can't find previous issues of the Byte, Tigerbytes, other forms and documents, then checkout: www.medinapta.org.  This will link you to the Medina Elementary School Website.  If you know someone who didn't receive this, please forward it to them and have them send an email to pta@medinapta.org.  Same goes for if you don?t want to receive it.   If you would like to submit anything please e-mail to Tobey or Betsy Before 10:00am on Sunday’s.  
Thanks
Betsy and Tobey
betsygpj@hotmail.com
tobeybryant@comcast.net


