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Have a wonderful break and enjoy our winter wonderland!!!
 

Thank you to the many families who came to skate last Tuesday at Medina's Night at the Rink!  A check for $174 has been sent to Jubilee REACH Center! 
 
 
And... The Community Kids Club 2008 Toy Drive was a resounding success!  Your generosity allowed our CKC to bring smiles to the faces of many kids.  Thank you to all those who participated! 

MEDINA ELEMENTARY CHESS TOURNAMENT - JANUARY 10th
This is the biggest and best chess tournament in the city, hosted by the Medina Chess Club at our very own Medina Elementary on Saturday, January 10th.  Check in from 7:30 a.m. -8:30 a.m.  Tournament starts at 9:00 a.m.  

 

Last year we had over 250 kids from the Puget Sound area participating in the tournament, many of which were from our own club.  We are trying to gather as many chess club members to come out and play on our own home turf and share their tiger pride.   

 

Whether you are a veteran chess player or a novice, this will be a great tournament for all levels, K-12.  Kindies will have their own separate tournament in the library  and every Kindie will come home with a participation trophy.  It is a fun day filled with great chess, team spirit and of course, yummy concessions.  Get your calendars out now, register on -line  and we will  look forward to seeing you on January 10th.
 
For those of you who have not had the opportunity to volunteer at a tournament, we have plenty of job availabilities.  Please email Laurie Kaufmann for job descriptions and openings. 
 
Click here to register for the tournament through Signup4Chess.

Auction News: 
Auction Sponsorship Opportunities 
 
Do you have (or know of) a business you think would benefit from exposure to the Medina Elementary Community? 
 
Medina families are strong, loyal supporters of the local business community.  The success of our businesses and the success of our school go hand in hand.  In this spirit, we are limiting sponsorship opportunities to a handful this year and are targeting companies we believe will truly benefit from this opportunity.  Because of the smaller number of sponsors we will be more able to customize the promotions to our 400+ families. 
 
Please contact Sheila Getz with any suggestions and our wonderful sponsorship chairs Jen Garone and Suzanne Singleton will follow up with your contact. 
 
If you haven't already...
 
SEND AN EMAIL about EDUCATION FUNDING 

Advocate for your children and others across the state - tell your legislators and the governor not to cut education! 

 
Click here
to go to the WA State PTA Legislative Action Center.  Enter your address or zip code to find your representatives and then under TAKE ACTION! click on the title "Support Education Funding and Finance Reform".  A preprinted message will appear with space to add your own words or personal story.  Our PTA Unit # is 02.03.057.  The system is set up to send your message to all four - the Governor and your 3 legislators.  

 

More information available in the Dec. 14th Byte at www.medinapta.org. 

 

  It's so easy!  Try it yourself, then pass it on to friends and family members in Washington State.
  
After School Foreign Language Program 
Winter/Spring Session Registration is Open
 
Click here for the registration form.  Complete it and return to the school office.  Contact Sheedeh Mohazzabfar with any questions.
Corrections from last week:  

· Lunch costs $2.75 per day. 

· GATE Testing at Medina on JANUARY 24th.
Calendar Items: 
· Dec. 24th - Jan. 2nd - NO SCHOOL

· Jan. 8th - Odle Middle School Info Night - 6:00 pm

· Jan. 10th - Medina Chess Tournament

· Jan. 13th - International School Info Night 7pm

· Jan. 12th - Girls Lacrosse Sign-ups

· Jan. 14th - General Assembly PTA Meeting

· Jan. 15th - Parent Ed at Sacred Heart School

· Jan. 21st - Puesta Del Sol Elem. Info Night 6:30pm

· Jan. 24th - GATE Testing at Medina - 9:00 am

· Feb. 26th - FOCUS DAY Rally in Olympia - SAVE THE DATE!

To Do Items:
· ENJOY time with your family :-)
Library Happenings
 
Book Fair
Thanks to all students and families who supported the hugely popular Scholastic book fair.  Sales were brisk, and all proceeds will benefit the Medina Library.  Stay tuned for final numbers!  A special thank-you to the parent volunteers whose time and effort made the book fair great: Stephanie Charaf, Catherine Chilton, Melissa Brandenfels, Neda Goharkhay, Mary Ellen Nickerson, Tracey Krueger, Diana Swanson, Kathryn Mitchell, Peggy Cossano, Teri Pool, Joanna Hansen, Sara Sun, Lisa Salkind, Thuy Nguyen, Jennifer Kenyon, Melissa Damstrom, Laura Weingaertner, Lisa Mead, Ashlie McConnell, Tobey Bryant, Steve Jacobs and Heather Singh.  Without volunteers, there is no fair.  I sincerely thank you!
 
Wrapped Up in a Great Read
I'm hopeful that each student (and family) will take time during Winter Break to read-read-read.   If - and when - you do, capture the moment on film!  With permission, the images of Medina students and families wrapped up in a great read will be displayed on the library windows post-winter break.  Students can get wrapped up in a great read anywhere: the couch, bed, kitchen table, snow fort, airplane...reading can take place anywhere and everywhere.    And don't forget about the siblings and parents!  If you'd like to participate, please send your "wrapped up in a great read" photo to dickensa@bsd405.org.  HAPPY READING!
 
Book Recommendation
The school library has just received two shipments of brand-new books, ranging from picture books to novels to nonfiction...biographies, too.  A new favorite of mine is the picture book Twenty Heartbeats by Dennis Haseley.  An artist is commissioned by a wealthy man to paint his grand stallion.  Years and years pass with no painting.  In anger, the wealthy man confronts the painter...and learns the true reason the painting has taken so long.  Featuring the virtues of patience and diligence, this is one the whole family will enjoy.  You can pick it up at our library, the public library or any local bookstore.
 
And, as always, if you're looking for any book recommendations, please don't hesitate to ask.  Stop by or send an email - I am happy and willing to help you - and your students - find wonderful books!

Miss Arika
dickensa@bsd405.org  
 

Kid's Sports & Activities Corner
 
  
Bellevue Ski School - REGISTRATION HAS BEEN EXTENDED until DEC. 19th!  Bellevue ski school is starting on January 10th. All registration is on-line so, check out our website www.bellevueskischool.com for great information. This program is separate from Medina's own ski bus program.
 

Bellevue Wolverines Girls Lacrosse Club - Come join the fun of the fastest growing sport!  Expanded to include 5/6 & 7/6 Teams!  REGISTRATION NIGHT FOR THIS SEASON IS JANUARY 12TH @ BHS Cafeteria 5/6 - 7:00pm; 7/8 - 7:30pm and High School girls 8-9:00pm.  For more information visit www.BellevueGirlsLAX.com or contact: Meg Penner <megpenner@hotmail.com> for 5/6 Laurie Finnelly <pfinnelly@sprintmail.com> for 7/8.

Bellevue High School Girls Lacrosse Will Be Hosting (2) - 5/6 and 7/8 grade "Holiday Youth-Throw-Arounds" - See what it's all about or improve your skills!  Sundays - December 28th and January 4th from 2:00-4:00pm at CHINOOK FIELD - NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY (Bring your stick and mouth guard - we'll have some extras).

Bellevue West Little League - Registration for '09 baseball opens Monday, November 24th.  Click here to register online.  Sign up now to insure your placement, avoid late fees and to take advantage of the free indoors winter training & batting sessions sponsored by BWLL starting next month @ Stods.  
 
Language Classes
- Our children live in one of the best places in the country for bilingualism (one in four Bellevue residents claim a birthplace outside the U.S.)!  The City of Bellevue Parks Department offers language classes for kids.  Kids can learn Chinese, Japanese, Korean, or Spanish (Italian will start in January). Click here for more information - registration for winter quarter begins 11/24.  This program is separate from Medina's own after school language program.
 
Bellevue Boys Lacrosse registration for boys grades 1st-8th is open -click here.  Spots are available in 1/2 and 5/6 programs.  3/4 and 7/8 programs are full but please register and you will be wait listed. If you have questions, please visit Bellevue Lacrosse or click to contact Tina Alexieff, Youth Coord., Bellevue Lacrosse.
 
Overlake Hospital Classes for families, parenting, babysitting, safety and more! For information go click Overlake Classes.
 
Please feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns you may have on any PTA topics. 
 
Sincerely, 
JoAnne Buxton & Kristen Edelhertz 
 

Medina Elementary PTA
P.O. Box 247 | Medina, WA 98039 | pta@medinapta.org
JoAnne | H: 425.455.4467 | C: 704.604.6016 | savorysoles@aol.com
Kristen | H: 425.455.0240 | C: 425.241.9093 | edelhertz@msn.com
Quick Links 
Medina PTA Website
Medina Elementary Website
THE BYTE Archive
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District Website
Tiger Wear
PACE 
Shop amazon.com via BSF 
Child Advocate Magazine - Building Strong Parent/Child Relationships
WA State PTA Website 
Shopping on AMAZON.COM?  
It's easy to raise money for our schools while you shop at Amazon.com.  Just go to the Bellevue Schools Foundation (BSF) website home page, www.bsfdn.org and click on the Amazon.com link.  BSF receives over 7% of each sale.  Remember, you must go through the BSF home page link for BSF to get credit for the order!
BRICK PAVERS for Main Entry Walkway 
ON SALE NOW!!!
Click here for PDF order form.  Brick Pavers make great gifts that will last a lifetime!  Buy a paver while supplies last - orders will be filled once we have at least 25 orders. 
 
Questions?  Click to contact Tobey Bryant. 
 
GIVE TO THE SMILE JAR!
Tickets to sport events, dance & drama performances, lectures or unused gift certificates, that you cannot use?  
DONATE to our teachers/ staff!  Drop off your tickets at the office front desk, (last minute or day of the event is fine!!!).  You may send them in with your child. Ms. Chris or Ms. Molly will take it from there, making sure they land in the hands of a staff member who will appreciate them! Questions?  Contact Kathy Mitchell or Carolyn Clark. 
Math Whizz 
 

...is an online tutor used in Bellevue School District elementary classrooms.  Click here to sign up to use it at home.  As you 
register you will come to a price confirmation page. Enter the PTSA discount code Bellevue1 (case sensitive) and recalculate to receive the discounted rate of $14.99 per month instead of $19.99.  
Community Giving
Hopelink Foodbank Still Facing Shortages -- Click here to learn more...   

 

IMPORTANT!   In order to volunteer at Medina Elementary you must complete a Parent Volunteer Form in the school office.  This only needs to be done once  for all your years at Medina Elementary.  Bring a copy of your driver's license - it must be attached to the form. 
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