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SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR THIS WEEK! 
December 8th - 12th
 

Need to find holiday gifts?  Would you like to purchase a book for your child's classroom?  You can do both at the book fair this week!
Your children will be visiting the book fair with their teachers/class but we encourage all parents to come by and shop the wonderful books  and gifts for children and adults!
 
 Doors open at 7:45 am Monday through Friday
Close at 3:00 pm M/Tu/Th/F - 12:30 pm on Wednesday 
FAMILY NIGHT - Wednesday 12/10  6:00pm - 8:00pm
Email Heather Singh at heather@singhs.us to sign up to work a shift!   
Math Whizz 
 
...is an online tutor used in Bellevue School District elementary classrooms.  It is aligned with and supports our new math curriculum and offers personalized math lessons based on your child's ability.  
 Our kids use it for free at school but you can also sign up to use it at home for a monthly fee.  
 
Click here to sign up.  As you 
register you will come to a price confirmation page. Enter the PTSA discount code Bellevue1 (case sensitive) and recalculate to receive the discounted rate of $14.99 per month instead of $19.99.  Thank you to Clyde Hill PTSA for securing this discount!
Let's get together 

 

MEDINA ELEMENTARY NIGHT AT THE RINK!
Tuesday, December 16th 
Anytime between 3:00 pm and 9:00 pm
Group Health Ice Arena
Bellevue Downtown Park
 
Admission $7.00 / Skate Rental $3.00
 
Join other Medina families for a fun get-together at the ice rink!  
 
Mention you are a Medina Elementary parent/student/staff or cut out the reminder coupon below to present at admission, and Medina Elementary PTA will receive $3.00 per person that will go to Jubilee REACH Center to benefit underserved children on the Eastside.
 

$3.00 Donation 
***Medina Elementary PTA Night at the Rink***  Present this coupon and Medina Elementary will receive $3.00 per admission to benefit Jubilee REACH Center.  
 
Valid:  December 16, 2008  3pm-9pm
Community Kids Club 
BRING A TOY, SIGN A TAG, HAVE A PARTY....

December is Toy Drive Month.  Have your child bring a toy into school between now and December 19th.  Each participant is recognized by signing their name on a tag located on the toy drive wall, in the student gallery.  On the last day of the toy drive, December 19th, the Bellevue Fire Department will be present, trucks and all, at morning recess, talking to the kids and picking up the toys.  Classrooms that have more than 15 participants bringing in toys will be rewarded with a popcorn party.  

This year presents an especially tough time for many families.  We hope to lift the spirits of some of those kids with the generosity of the parents and community members like you.  

On behalf of Community Kids Club, we'd like to thank you for all your support!
Auction News: 
Sodo Soiree - Saturday, March 7, 2009 
Herban Feast Sodo Park, Seattle
 
The auction will be smaller this year without an online component.  We are focusing all efforts on a fabulous Live Auction and also on wines, dinners, weekend getaways, and our amazing class art projects.   
 
A big thank you to those parents who have already donated incredible trips and unique experiences and to the volunteers who have been working on the class art projects. We are grateful. 
 
We know that the current economic climate is troublesome but it is still critical for us to raise the funds necessary to continue the same level of support for our children's education.
 
Procurement is well underway for our auction. How can you help? We are still looking for great live auction items, weekend getaways, family or couples vacations, and our BIG ask -- Olympic Event tickets and housing in Whistler during the 2010 Olympics. If anyone has contacts or leads we would love the help.
 
Please contact Alice Souders  or Sheila Getz with any ideas and/or donations.
 
After School Foreign Language Program 
Winter/Spring Session Registration is Open
 
Starting 1/13/2009 we will continue to offer Mandarin, Spanish & French language classes at our school.   
 
Winter session (10 weeks x 2 = 20 sessions) starting week of 1/13/09 thru 3/26/09 excluding the week of 2/16/09 thru 2/20/09.  Spring session (8 weeks x 2 = 16 sessions) starting week of 4/14/09 thru 6/4/09.
 
All classes will run twice per week, the tuition for each of these classes based on minimum number of six registered students will be $414.00 + $42.00 travel fee for total of 36 sessions. 
Click here for the registration form.  Complete it and return to the school office.  Contact Sheedeh Mohazzabfar with any questions.
International School 
2009 5th Grade Information Night
Performing Arts Center, 445 128th AV SE, Bellevue, WA
Phone:  425-456-6500
 
Tuesday, January 13 , 7:00p - Bellevue School District Elementary Schools:
Ardmore, Bennett, Cherry Crest, Clyde Hill, Eastgate, Enatai, Lake Hills, Medina
 
Private School students may attend either session.  Seating is limited to 250 per session.
Applications will be available at the end of each information session.
 
Applications for lottery due:  3:00p, Wednesday, February 4, 2009
Lottery held in IS Commons:  2:00p, Wednesday, February 11, 2009
Lottery results posted:         3:00p, Friday, February 13, 2009
Commitment Response due:   3:00p, Friday, March 6, 2009 ____________________________________________________________________________
Puesta del Sol Elementary Info Night 
Spanish Immersion Information Night on January 21, 2009, for parents of potential 2009-10 kindergartners. The meeting starts at 6:30pm and will be held in the school gym.  For more information click here.
Calendar Items: 
· Dec. 8-12 - Scholastic Book Fair 7:45am - 3pm
· Dec. 10th - FAMILY NIGHT at the Book Fair 6-8 pm

· Dec. 15th - Bellevue Ski School registration ends

· Dec. 16th - Medina Night at the Rink - 3-9 pm
· Dec. 19th - Last day of Toy Drive for CKC

· Dec. 24th - Jan. 2nd - NO SCHOOL

· Jan. 13th - International School Information Night 7pm

· Jan. 14th - General Assembly PTA Meeting

· Jan. 15th - Parent Ed at Sacred Heart School

· Jan. 21st - Puesta Del Sol Elementary Info Night 6:30pm

· Feb. 26th - FOCUS DAY Rally in Olympia - SAVE THE DATE!

To Do Items:
· Volunteer to help and/or shop the book fair. 

· Get friends together or just come join Medina families at Medina's Night at the Rink! 

· Bring a toy for the CKC Toy Drive. 

· Bring in cartridges/electronics for Green Team. 

· Send email to Governor & legislators re: education funding. 

· Join the PTA!  Get a Directory! 

· Complete the BSD Parent Volunteer Form in the school office (include a copy of your drivers license.) 

· Sign up for PACE!  This is an easy, win-win fundraiser for the school -- you save and get money back on certain purchases while the school makes money everytime you buy from participating merchants. 

· Add money to your lunch accounts!  Bring check or cash and place in the lunch money bucket in the office or access PayPams to pay by credit card.  

Cartridges for Kids - Nov. 17 - Dec. 5 

 

Students may bring in the items below with parent permission.  These items can be collected at home, around the neighborhood or at work.  They should come with chargers, controllers and any other accessory that can be found for them.             

BRING:  cell phones / video game consoles / video games / empty inkjet cartridges / GPS systems / digital cameras / laptops / PDAs/Palm Pilots / iPods 
 
Parents can also help by finding business that use inkjet printers and/or small electronics that can be collected for Medina Elementary. 
 
Students can turn the items in to their grade level representative: 
K-Nowak / 1st-Ptak / 2nd-Grambush / 3rd-Rauch / 4th-Weenan / 5th-Spengler.  
 
Click here for more information.  Any questions please contact Kristi Stroyan.

INFO FROM STATE PTA
  
SEND AN EMAIL about EDUCATION FUNDING 
Are you concerned about education funding in our state?  Here's what YOU can do with a few keystrokes!  Important work is being done right now by our elected officials to prepare for the next legislative session.  
 
Take action today by sending an urgent message to the Governor and your legislators using the WA State PTA Legislative Action Center.  
 
Click here to go to the site.  Enter your address or zip code to find your representatives and then under TAKE ACTION! click on the title "Support Education Funding and Finance Reform".  A preprinted message will appear with space to add your own words or personal story. The system is set up to send the message to all four - the Governor and your 3 legislators.  
 
We have set a goal of sending 40,000 emails!  We want 10,000 of you and your friends from every legislative district in the state to send the message to your three legislators and the Governor.  It's so easy!  Try it yourself,  then pass it on to a friend.  
 

Kid's Sports & Activities Corner
 
Bellevue West Little League - Registration for '09 baseball opens Monday, November 24th.  Click here to register online.  Sign up now to insure your placement, avoid late fees and to take advantage of the free indoors winter training & batting sessions sponsored by BWLL starting next month @ Stods.  
 

Bellevue Ski School - Bellevue Ski School starts on January 10th.  Sign up now for discounted pricing through November 30th.  All registration is online so, click here to access the website for ski school dates & great information.  Registration ends on December 15th. 
 

Language Classes - Our children live in one of the best places in the country for bilingualism (one in four Bellevue residents claim a birthplace outside the U.S.)!  The City of Bellevue Parks Department offers language classes for kids.  Kids can learn Chinese, Japanese, Korean, or Spanish (Italian will start in January). Click here for more information - registration for winter quarter begins 11/24.  
 
Bellevue Boys Lacrosse registration for boys grades 1st-8th is open -click here.  Spots are available in 1/2 and 5/6 programs.  3/4 and 7/8 programs are full but please register and you will be wait listed. If you have questions, please visit Bellevue Lacrosse or click to contact Tina Alexieff, Youth Coord., Bellevue Lacrosse.
 
Overlake Hospital Classes for families, parenting, babysitting, safety and more! For information go click Overlake Classes.
 
Please feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns you may have on any PTA topics. 
 
Sincerely, 
JoAnne Buxton & Kristen Edelhertz 
 

Medina Elementary PTA
P.O. Box 247 | Medina, WA 98039 | pta@medinapta.org
JoAnne | H: 425.455.4467 | C: 704.604.6016 | savorysoles@aol.com
Kristen | H: 425.455.0240 | C: 425.241.9093 | edelhertz@msn.com
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District Website
Tiger Wear
PACE 
Shop amazon.com via BSF 
Child Advocate Magazine - Building Strong Parent/Child Relationships
WA State PTA Website 
Shopping on AMAZON.COM?  
It's easy to raise money for our schools while you shop at Amazon.com.  Just go to the Bellevue Schools Foundation (BSF) website home page, www.bsfdn.org and click on the Amazon.com link.  BSF receives over 7% of each sale.  Remember, you must go through the BSF home page link for BSF to get credit for the order!
GIVE TO THE SMILE JAR!
Tickets to sport events, dance & drama performances, lectures or unused gift certificates, that you cannot use?  
DONATE to our teachers/ staff!  Drop off your tickets at the office front desk, (last minute or day of the event is fine!!!).  You may send them in with your child. Ms. Chris or Ms. Molly will take it from there, making sure they land in the hands of a staff member who will appreciate them! Questions?  Contact Kathy Mitchell or Carolyn Clark. 
BRICK PAVERS for Main Entry Walkway 
ON SALE NOW!!!
Click here for PDF order form.  Brick Pavers make great gifts that will last a lifetime!  Buy a paver while supplies last - orders will be filled once we have at least 25 orders. 
 
Questions?  Click to contact Tobey Bryant. 
 
Beanie Babies for Iraqi Children! 

 

As part of a school wide effort to celebrate Veteran's Day this year, Officer Matt from the Medina Police Department, an Army veteran himself, will be collecting beanie babies!
The beanie babies will be sent to soldiers in Iraq who will distribute them to children in need. Please bring your beanie babies to the music room for Ms. Escobar to collect!  

 

Stephanie Escobar - Elementary Music Specialist
Medina m/w/th - Enatai tu/f
425-456-5447

IMPORTANT!   In order to volunteer at Medina Elementary you must complete a Parent Volunteer Form in the school office.  This only needs to be done once  for all your years at Medina Elementary.  Bring a copy of your driver's license - it must be attached to the form. 
Community Giving
Hopelink Foodbank Still Facing Shortages -- Click here to learn more...   

 

Check LOST & FOUND
Items are accumulating and will be donated if not claimed!!!  Please check LOST & FOUND in the hall next to the GYM for any belongings that you might be missing!   
 
Also check the staff room (near the pop machine) for plates, bowls, etc. left at staff lunches. Thank you! 
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