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URGENT from the WA State PTA
 

Some of you have heard Senator Jarrett say that HB 1410 and SB 5444 are dead.  They are - but there is hope for a compromise bill - but only if you help call.  
  

We need hundreds of callers.
 
Next Action:  Tuesday Feb. 17th 
 
Who: You and as many others as possible. Anyone across the state can call and make a difference.  Senator McAuliffe will count the number of calls, and it will influence her and others. 
 
What:  Call Senator McAuliffe's office - you can use the following main talking points in your own words:
· Thank you for keeping the bills in motion
· Please keep the framework from the Basic Education Task Force Proposal 

· It's important to have reform and funding
· Kids can't wait - please make sure that any compromise is in the best interest of Washington's children
How:  (360) 786-7600 
 
Why:  
There is a "type" of bill that the legislature can use called a "bill of intent".  This is a bill that is put forth that will be filled in later but before the session is over.  Senator McAuliffe is currently planning to put forth this bill sometime on Wednesday Feb. 18th.  Early Wednesday morning she is putting together a meeting of all major stakeholders (WASA, WEA, WSSDA, Stand, PTA, LEV, PFL) to have a discussion on whether it is even possible to get some agreement on a bill.  This is a strategy to keep the bills alive and to begin a real discussion about what can be added/altered/deleted.  It is going to be very, very difficult for the Senator so we need to tell her that we support her efforts, thank her, and remind her that we want reform.  We need to bring every bit of pressure that we can muster.  This effort is the same as bringing people to Olympia to testify at the hearings -- it is equally if not more important. 
Need more information?
· A Model Schools Approach - Look at the Longer Overview document - 4 pages. 

· Talking points on SB 5444 and HB 1410, League of Education Voters 
· Comparison Chart, Comparing the BETF and Full Funding Coalition legislation, League of Education Voters 
· Comparison Chart HB 1410 and HB 1817, Comparing the BETF and Full Funding Coalition House legislation, House Office of Program Research 
· Overview of Task Force Recommendations, Office of Program Research 
· Frequently Asked Questions, Sen. Fred Jarrett 
· Point-counterpoint, John Stokes, PTA 
· WSPTA Statement Supporting Basic Education Funding 

· Comparison of the Two Bills Which Address the Work of the Basic Education Finance Task Force (based on State PTA platforms) 

· Final Recommendations, Basic Education Finance Task Force Final Report
Senate Bill 5444  

· House Bill 1410
PTA FOCUS DAY
February 26, 2009 

Olympia, WA 
Rally on the Steps
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m
 

Take one day to FOCUS attention on children in Washington State.  Join us in a carpooling caravan to Olympia to join other children and education advocates for a Rally on the Capitol Steps.  We need thousands of people!   
Parents from all over the state will gather on the capitol steps in Olympia to show that we want the legislature to FOCUS on our children.   
 
OPTION 1:  Contact a carpool driver (leaving around 10:00 am, returning by 2:30pm)  Susan Herrmann, Hwa Park, Laura Weingaertner, Tobey Bryant, Carolyn Clark, Patty Jordan, JoAnne Buxton, Kristen Edelhertz
 
OPTION 2:  Ride the Bus (leaves at 9:30, returns by 3:00pm)
Bellevue PTSA Council has buses that will leave at 9:30 AM from the old K Mart parking lot on 148th to provide a fun and informative easy trip to the festivities. We will be back by 3:00.  The bus ride is free for Bellevue School District parents. 
If you want a reserved space on the bus please e-mail dgerlitz2@comcast.net  TODAY!
 
Click here for more info from maps to the day's schedule. 
 
To effect change there are two things that are cited as being most effective: frequent communication about the issues that you care about and large numbers of people speaking with one voice on an issue. 
"When one person speaks alone, it's an opinion
When 10 of us speak together, it's a concern
When 50 of us speak together, it's a strong suggestion
When 200 of us speak together, it's a movement
But when 150,000 of us speak together, it's a victory for children!"
 




 


RSVP for the 2009 Medina Elementary Auction today at http://medina.maestroweb.com 


 
The event will be held at Herban Feast in Seattle this year. Excellent food, fabulous auction items, festive dancing and drinks will make a fun night out supporting and celebrating our students. The auction is our main fundraising vehicle and your support critical in our school's success. All funds raised help us support every student, every day.

 

Teacher Experiences - Bidding Starts February 23rd!  

Click here for teacher experience descriptions, guidelines and bidding rules. 


Check out all of the great items we have up for auction after you RSVP! http://medina.maestroweb.com 

 

Thank you!

Sheila Getz


 

  

MEDINA SNOWPORTS  

 

No skiing/boarding this Wednesday, February 18, so enjoy the day off!   Our last session is Wednesday, February 25.  
 

Community Kids Club gathering new and gently used books!

The Community Kids Club is working with local shelters to bring them new and gently used books. Now is the time to go through your bookshelves and bring in all of the books you no longer read. Or, purchase a copy of your favorite book to share with someone in need.
Thank you in advance for helping out!

 

Input requested for Medina Elementary's Strategic Plan 
Please respond by February 20th 
 

PDC is a committee of parent representatives, teacher representatives, staff representatives, PTA representatives and our principal.  The PDC is currently reviewing and updating Medina's strategic plan for the next 3+ years.  The PDC is seeking input from all parents, teachers and staff and welcomes you to review and comment on the DRAFT Medina Elementary Strategic Plan 2008-2011.   The previous plan is also available for reference by clicking 2005-2008 Strategic Plan.  
Comments, input and suggestions are welcome and wanted and can be directed to any of the representatives on PDC: Jill Heijer, Jennifer Ramos, Corinne Beardsley, Kristi Stroyan, Anna Kingshott, Julia Rauch, Gisela Humphrey, JoAnne Buxton, Kristen Edelhertz, or Jen Rose. 

 

Calendar Items: 
· Feb. 26th - FOCUS DAY Rally in Olympia - SAVE THE DATE! 

· Feb. 27th - Environmental Posters Due to Green Team

· Feb. 28th - DI Regional Tournament - 8am-4pm at Pacific Cascade Freshman Campus

· March 6th - Registration opens for BSD Early Childhood Programs

· March 7th - Sodo Soirée Auction
· March 16th - BSD Education Roadshow at 7:00pm

· March 27th - Talent Show (Time TBD)

To Do Items:
· Arrange to go to FOCUS DAY in Olympia. 

· Check lost & found - it is overflowing! 

· RSVP/register online to attend the auction at http://medina.maestroweb.com 

· Consider giving underwriting dollars or your time to the Sodo Soirée Auction. 

· Check for LICE once a week (or more if your class receives a letter from school).   

· Bring in cartridges/electronics for Green Team. 

· Join the PTA!  Get a Directory! 

· Complete the BSD Parent Volunteer Form in the school office (include a copy of your drivers license.) 

· Sign up for PACE!  This is an easy, win-win fundraiser for the school -- you save and get money back on certain purchases while the school makes money everytime you buy from participating merchants. 

· Add money to your lunch accounts!  Bring check or cash and place in the lunch money bucket in the office or access PayPams to pay by credit card.  
District News 
 
Education Roadshow - "Parents Always Matter" 
Monday, March 16 at 7:00 p.m.
 

The third annual Education Road Show, entitled "Parents Always Matter," will be held Monday, March 16, at Sammamish High School from 7 to 8:30 p.m.  This year's keynote speaker will be Dr. James Mazza, University of Washington Psychology Department. There will be workshops on the AVID program; Parent-Teen mediation; on-line grades, attendance, and curriculum; and information booths representing programs that support parents and students. ALL Bellevue School District parents are encouraged to attend.
 

PSAT scores climb 
This year's PSAT scores in both reading and math are the highest we have seen since 2001, the year we first gave thePSAT to all 11th graders during the school day.  The current 11th grade class was the first group to participate fully -- as 6th graders -- in what previously was considered an "honors math track."  Math went up from 50.6 to 53.7; Reading went from 49.3 to 50.5.

 

Open Enrollment Notice for School Year 2009-2010
For district residents and full-time district employees ONLY --- The Open Enrollment period ends Friday, February 13, 2009, at 4:00 p.m.  Late applications will not be considered for Open Enrollment. Application forms are available at ALL school offices and at the Student Placement Office (phone:  425-456-4200) Access additional information on Open Enrollment.

Green Team News
 

Environmental Poster Contest: 

 

Green Team is sponsoring a Poster Contest for ALL Medina students.  
 
Who:    Medina students and siblings.  
What:   Create a poster with an Earth Conscious theme.  
           8 ½ X 11 (all contests). 

           5th graders please view Arbor Day requirements 

           if interested.
When:  Right Now!! Due February 27th
Where: Turn the poster in to the envelope on the Gallery

           wall or to Mrs. Stroyan, Room 220 with Full Name 

           and Teacher on the back
Why:    Raise Environmental Awareness 

 

Note:  Green Team students will be "judging" the posters on the message and creativity.  They will choose multiple winners from each grade level to have their posters displayed on the daily news.  ALL posters will be displayed in the student gallery on the 2nd Grade wall (thanks for letting us use your space).  
 
Local and National Contests:  Posters with specific themes will/can be sent in to the following contests.  If your children are interested in participating in one of the following contests be sure that the poster meets the specific requirements and you submit the poster with the specific entry form attached.  
 
All K-5 Students 
Theme: Dig It! The Secrets of Soil
* WA State Conservation Commission: "Dig It" soil conservation poster contest click here. Deadline info wasn't available on the website, but you can contact them directly: Paul Borne  (425) 277-5581 x 122. 
 
5th Grade Students Only
Theme: Trees are Terrific... in Cities and Towns!
* Arbor Day Foundation:  National Arbor Day Poster Contest click here.  (March 6th deadline for WA state) More info at DNR WA.   

 

ALL STUDENTS AND SIBLINGS ages 0-18 
Theme: Water and Culture
* World Water Day click here.  International Poster Contest click here.  March 22, 2009. Theme 2009: Transboundary water. 

 

 

Kristi Stroyan - Green Team Facilitator
Medina Elementary

 

DESTINATION IMAGINATION 

 

If you are interested in experiencing what many of the kids are buzzing about, come watch the Destination Imagination Washington Regional Tournament at: 
 
Pacific Cascade Freshman Campus
24635 SE Issaquah-Fall City Road
Saturday February 28
8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 

We have four Medina Elementary teams competing between 9:00 am - 12:00!   Drop in for awhile and Experience Destination Imagination!
 

 

 

Kid's Sports & Activities Corner
 
Bellevue West Little League  

Bellevue Boys Lacrosse
Bellevue Girls Lacrosse
Bellevue Boys and Girls Club
Bellevue Parks and Rec
Overlake Hospital Classes 
 
Please feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns you may have on any PTA topics. 
 
Sincerely, 
JoAnne Buxton & Kristen Edelhertz 
 

Medina Elementary PTA
P.O. Box 247 | Medina, WA 98039 | pta@medinapta.org
JoAnne | H: 425.455.4467 | C: 704.604.6016 | savorysoles@aol.com
Kristen | H: 425.455.0240 | C: 425.241.9093 | edelhertz@msn.com
Quick Links 
Medina PTA Website
Medina Elementary Website
THE BYTE Archive

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102462493165&e=0014smKEKcdEz2AvwRc6oacAipcmYhkxJ5GPcA6lD8WGn8tb029A5RdpSL1BmziJ5q_jmf_GIHVr9Xh7OY710iY8R_8XXH3BSu_0vtIj_aCS5JpIhyHaM6NG2iw-Kjbm2s1" \o "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102462493165&e=0014smKEKcdEz2AvwRc6oacAipcmYhkxJ5GPcA6lD8WGn8tb029A5RdpSL1BmziJ5q_jmf_GIHVr9Xh7OY710iY8R_8XXH3BSu_0vtIj_aCS5JpIhyHaM6NG2iw-Kjbm2s1" \t "_blank" 

District Website
Tiger Wear
PACE 
Shop amazon.com via BSF 
Child Advocate Magazine - Parenting Today:  Meeting the Challenges
WA State PTA Website 
Shopping on AMAZON.COM?  
It's easy to raise money for our schools while you shop at Amazon.com.  Just go to the Bellevue Schools Foundation (BSF) website home page, www.bsfdn.org and click on the Amazon.com link.  BSF receives over 7% of each sale.  Remember, you must go through the BSF home page link for BSF to get credit for the order!
BRICK PAVERS for Main Entry Walkway 
ON SALE NOW!!!
Click here for PDF order form.  Brick Pavers make great gifts that will last a lifetime!  Buy a paver while supplies last - orders will be filled once we have at least 25 orders. 
 
Questions?  Click to contact Tobey Bryant. 
 
Resources for Parents
 

Click here for info about Jubilee Reach Center's Winter Parenting Series focused on positive discipline.
 

Click here (and go to page 4) for information on Building Strong Families:  Parenting with Virtues at Somerset Elementary School Library.  Facilitated by Betsy Lydle Smith.  Series will be Mon. and Wed. evenings starting Feb. 18th.  ADVANCED REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY FEB. 16th.

Resources for Kids 
 

Click here

for information about The Friend's Group -  a weekly support group aimed at helping children who have been affected by the drug and/or alcohol abuse or addiction of a family member.  

Math Whizz 

 

...is an online tutor used in Bellevue School District elementary classrooms.  Click here to sign up to use it at home.  As you 
register you will come to a price confirmation page. Enter the PTSA discount code Bellevue1 (case sensitive) and recalculate to receive the discounted rate of $14.99 per month instead of $19.99.  
GIVE TO THE SMILE JAR!
Tickets to sport events, dance & drama performances, lectures or unused gift certificates, that you cannot use?  
DONATE to our teachers/ staff!  Drop off your tickets at the office front desk, (last minute or day of the event is fine!!!).  You may send them in with your child. Ms. Chris or Ms. Molly will take it from there, making sure they land in the hands of a staff member who will appreciate them! Questions?  Contact Kathy Mitchell or Carolyn Clark. 
Search and GIVE - Check it out! 
 
Here is an easy way to raise money for organizations of your choice, including Bellevue schools!  Click here for information about Search and Give and see how pennies can add up when you search the internet to benefit others.  
 
If you sign up, please consider choosing one of the following elementary schools in the Bellevue School District that could use some extra support... Sherwood Forest, Ardmore, Lake Hills and Phantom Lake.  Thank you!  
IMPORTANT!  In order to volunteer at Medina Elementary you must complete a Parent Volunteer Form in the school office.  This only needs to be done once for all your years at Medina Elementary.  Bring a copy of your driver's license - it must be attached to the form.
Community Giving
Hopelink Foodbank Still Facing Shortages -- Click here to learn more...   

 


	

	


