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Please come to the first AUCTION WORK PARTY!  
Monday, February 2nd 
 
The invitation group would love your help sewing, stuffing and stamping.  New to school? Want to get involved?  This is a fun way to meet new people, socialize and help out with the auction!  Stop by anytime between 8:30am and 2:00pm for as long as you can.  If you have a sewing machine bring it (though there are other things that need to be done besides sewing)!
 
Auction Work Party - Feb. 2 - 8:30am - 2pm
Annie Lundquist's Home - 8604 NE 7th St., Medina - 425/454-9024
Everyone welcome!  Your help is needed! 
 
____________________________________________________________________

 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY PTA MEETING 
 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10th at 6:15 p.m.
Medina Elementary Library 
Guest Speaker:  State Rep. Ross Hunter, 48th Legislative District 
 
Childcare will be provided for Medina Elementary school-age children starting at 6:00pm.  Please RSVP at pta@medinapta.org with the number and age of children attending. 
 
Join us for a brief PTA meeting followed by a discussion with 

ROSS HUNTER, State Representative for the 48th Legislative District.

 

This is your chance to learn more about the final report from the Basic Education Finance Task Force that generated House Bill 1410 and Senate Bill 5444.

Come ask questions of Representative Hunter who has been intimately involved in the development of this reform.  This would be the biggest change for Washington State education in over 30 years!

 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Wow!  What a fabulous production of The Amazing Adventures of Robinson Crusoe!  The shows on Saturday were great!  Anna and Rachel of the Missoula Children's Theater did a tremendous job as did our Medina students cast in the play.  This was a huge commitment by all the kids and families who participated this past week -- we hope that everyone had fun!  Anna and Rachel also put on an all-school assembly demonstrating how a story can come alive through acting.  We certainly appreciate their hard work this past week!

 

Special thanks to JEN ROSE for bringing Missoula Children's Theater to Medina, MOLLY PIPER for organizing and taking care of all of the details, STEPHANIE ESCOBAR as accompanist for the production, CAROLINE DONALDSON and JOY STEWART for housing the tour directors and Medina PTA for financial backing.  Finally, congratulations to the Medina cast members:

 
Robinson Crusoe (Robby) - Sophia Hazim
Wilson - Joey Keane
Leonard the Leopard - Erica Major
 
Friday's Family
Saturday - Sam Singleton
Sunday - Isha Sharma
Monday - Brynne McKee
Tuesday - Elizabeth Andrews
Wednesday - Kara Yaghmaee
Thursday - Katelyn Wasierski

Octet
Oscar the Octopus - Demetrius Sullivan
Spunky the Monkey - Telly Lundquist
Wild Boar Willy - Charlie Herrmann
Marty Turtle - Nolan Jordan
Myrtle the Turtle - Alena Bauer
Glinda the Gull - Montana Taylor
Polly the Parrot - Christine Chen
Stella the Stork - Jenny Moon

Goats
Billy - Reeve Nunn
Bill - Preston Simmons
Willy - Nathan Chen
Will - Griffin Donaldson
Wilma - Caroline Swanson

The Very Hairy Frowny-Face Tribe
Niki Amini-Naieni                   Katie Fleishman
Roya Amini-Naieni                 Connor Lloyd
Lindsay Bolin                        Eomon Sullivan    
Carrie Bustamante                Ellie Swanson
Stuart Buxton                      Anuhya Tadepalli
Ritika Dendi                         Benjamin Yin           
Joyce Zhou

Chameleons
Lauren Arnold                            Lillian Johnson
Sommer Beardsley                      Brian McMurray
Jack Donaldson                          Jiye Moon
Natalie Elston                            Lucie Mowat
Sofia Fouroohi                           Stella Oh
Katie Herrmann                          Sofia Pazooki
Isabelle Johnson                        Caspian Svenson

Mama Crusoe - Jennifer Rose
 
Assistant Directors - Ormando Ortiz, Kiana Rashidi-Targhi, Alexandra Oytan, Preston Simmons

  

We would love to get your feedback on the week long program with Missoula Children's Theater.  Let us know if this is something you would like to see return to Medina in  the future.  Please send your comments to pta@medinapta.org.  Have a great week!

 
~ J & K 
 
Search and GIVE - Check it out! 
 
Here is an easy way to raise money for organizations of your choice, including Bellevue schools!  Click here for information about Search and Give and see how pennies can add up when you search the internet to benefit others.  
 
If you sign up, please consider choosing one of the following elementary schools in the Bellevue School District that could use some extra support... Sherwood Forest, Ardmore, Lake Hills and Phantom Lake.  Thank you!  
 




 

This year's PTA Auction is coming up quickly!   An important part of our fundraising is the Wine Auction which last year raised over $7,000!   Each grade is asked to contribute wine from the following regions:
 
Kindergarten - Argentina, Chile
1st Grade - California: Napa Valley or Sonoma Valley
2nd Grade - Walla Walla, Willamette Valley, Other Oregon or WA wines.
3rd Grade - France
4th Grade - Italy or Spain
5th Grade - Australia or New Zealand

 

There are three easy ways to donate:  
        1.  Select your favorite bottle or two of wine. 
        2.  Drop by Pete's Wine Shop in Bellevue and choose from their
        fabulous range of wines.  Be sure to ask for the Medina PTA wine
        list if you would like help with a selection.
        3.  No time to shop?  We're happy to accept cash/check donations. 
        Pete's Wine Shop has graciously offered to help us complete our
        wine collection with these cash donations.  Checks may be written
        to the Medina Elementary PTA
 
Grandparents, parents and friends can donate this way!  Your wonderful room parents will collect the donations.  Thanks!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR MEDINA AUCTION NIGHT
 

Volunteers are needed for a wide range of jobs on March 7 during the Medina Sodo Soiree!  You, your spouse, a nanny, good friend, an older private school student looking for community service or other!  We need raffle ticket sellers, cashiers, 2 recorders who could write auction numbers and bids down during the live auction, and filers for the Auction.  If you are attending the auction maybe you could sell raffle tickets for 30 minutes or help at the beginning of the night with registration.  If you are not planning on attending but would like to volunteer to help our school please contact me.  You are needed and any help you can give will be greatly appreciated!   Click to contact Tobey Bryant or call 425-453-7925. 

 

Attention Community Kids Club members!
 

Our next meeting will be Feb 4th at lunch time in the Music Room. Bring your sack lunch.
 
The Community Kids Club is working with local shelters to bring them new and gently used books. Now is the time to go through your bookshelves and bring in all of the books you no longer read. Or, purchase a copy of your favorite book to share with someone in need.
Thank you in advance for helping out!

CampFair 2009
Saturday, February 7, 2009
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
St. Thomas School, Medina
Free Admission
Find the perfect summer camp or program at CampFair 2009, co-sponsored by St. Thomas School and ParentMap.  

 

Come meet directors and representatives from over 75 camps and programs for all ages, preschool to adult, including day and overnight camps, teen programs, specialty programs, wilderness adventure, sports, drama, art, science, music, language, academic enrichment and more.  For more information, directions to CampFair and a listing of participating camps, visit www.stthomasschool.org or www.parentmap.com and find the perfect summer camp or program.

 
 
PDC and Medina Elementary's Strategic Plan
 

PDC is a committee of parent representatives, teacher representatives, staff representatives, PTA representatives and our principal.  The PDC is currently reviewing and updating Medina's strategic plan for the next 3+ years.  The PDC is seeking input from all parents, teachers and staff and welcomes you to review and comment on the DRAFT Medina Elementary Strategic Plan 2008-2011.   The previous plan is also available for reference by clicking 2005-2008 Strategic Plan.  
Comments, input and suggestions are welcome and wanted! They can be directed to any of the representatives on PDC:  Jill Heijer, Jennifer Ramos, Corinne Beardsley, Kristi Stroyan, Anna Kingshott, Julia Rauch, Gisela Humphrey, JoAnne Buxton, Kristen Edelhertz, or Jen Rose. 

 

Calendar Items: 
· Feb. 2nd - Everyone welcome - Auction Work Party- 8:30 am - 2pm at Annie Lundquist's

· Feb. 7th - CampFair 2009 at St. Thomas - 11am-3pm

· Feb. 10th - General Assembly Mtg w/ Ross Hunter - 6:00 pm
· Feb. 16th - NO SCHOOL

· Feb. 26th - FOCUS DAY Rally in Olympia - SAVE THE DATE!
· Feb. 28th - DI Regional Tournament - 8am-4pm at Pacific Cascade Freshman Campus

· March 6th - Registration opens for BSD Early Childhood Programs

· March 7th - Sodo Soirée Auction
· March 27th - Talent Show (Time TBD)

To Do Items:
· Offer a contribution or your time to the Sodo 
· Soirée Auction.
· Check for LICE once a week (or more if your class receives a letter from school).   

· Bring in cartridges/electronics for Green Team. 

· Join the PTA!  Get a Directory! 

· Complete the BSD Parent Volunteer Form in the school office (include a copy of your drivers license.) 

· Sign up for PACE!  This is an easy, win-win fundraiser for the school -- you save and get money back on certain purchases while the school makes money everytime you buy from participating merchants. 

· Add money to your lunch accounts!  Bring check or cash and place in the lunch money bucket in the office or access PayPams to pay by credit card.  
District News 
 
Medina now offers on-site childcare and preschool through the BSD Early Childhood Programs.  Registration for the 2009 - 2010 school year starts March 6th; contact the Early Childhood Business Office to receive registration materials. 
 
PROGRAMS AVAILABLE AT MEDINA

· Before School Childcare 

· Preschool Age Childcare 

· After School Childcare 

· Preschool Only (2 and ½ hours)

For additional information contact the Early Childhood Business Office. Limited scholarships available.
Phone: (425) 456-4030 
E-Mail: childcare@bsd405.org  
Website: www.bsd405.org/childcare 

 

______________________________________

 

Medina Childcare Openings! Register Now!
 

There are several openings in our before and after school childcare program known as the "Tiger Club".  Our atmosphere for fun and learning is filled with board games, card games, puzzles, much dramatic play and we build creations with blocks, legos, k'nex, duplos and more. We also play organized games in the gym and outside, have daily arts and craft projects, quiet homework time, and snack time! If you are interested in our before and/or after school childcare program, feel free to stop by Room 181 (or call 456.5427) and speak with the childcare manager, Jennifer Gregory or call our main childcare office at 456.4030 for an information packet. 

Green Team News
 
Cartridges For Kids:  The drive was very successful!  Thank you to everyone who collected old electronics for recycling.  It is NOT TOO LATE to continue to bring in materials.  Though the drive is over, we will collect and recycle ALL YEAR.  You can bring the recycling to the office or room 220, Mrs. Stroyan's classroom.  The items we are able to recycle include: cell phones, video game consoles, video games, empty inkjet cartridges, GPS systems, digital cameras, Laptops, PDAs/Palm Pilots,  iPods and ANY and ALL accessories you still have that go with any of the items above.  

 

Recycling In The Cafeteria:  Recycling of milk cartons and tray stacking continues in the cafeteria.  Your Green Team members would also like to encourage Medina students that bring a lunch from home to use items that have less packaging and try to pack a "no waste" lunch at least once a week.  A "no waste" lunch is a lunch brought with reusable containers so that items are eaten or reused, NOTHING goes in the trash!!  

 

Environmental Poster Contest: Our February Green Team event is a poster contest for ALL Medina Students.  The posters will be judged by their environmental message and creativity.  All posters will be displayed in the center of the school and there will be special recognitions at each grade level shown on the Medina Daily News (Thanks Benay and Tech. Team!).

GIVE TO THE SMILE JAR!
Tickets to sport events, dance & drama performances, lectures or unused gift certificates, that you cannot use?  
DONATE to our teachers/ staff!  Drop off your tickets at the office front desk, (last minute or day of the event is fine!!!).  You may send them in with your child. Ms. Chris or Ms. Molly will take it from there, making sure they land in the hands of a staff member who will appreciate them! Questions?  Contact Kathy Mitchell or Carolyn Clark. 
 

Kid's Sports & Activities Corner
 
Bellevue West Little League - Click here to register online.  T-ball and machine/coach pitch registration is open through February.  Registered participants can attend free indoor winter training & batting sessions sponsored by BWLL @ Stods going on now.  
 
Overlake Hospital Classes for families, parenting, babysitting, safety and more! For information go click Overlake Classes.
 
Please feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns you may have on any PTA topics. 
 
Sincerely, 
JoAnne Buxton & Kristen Edelhertz 
 

Medina Elementary PTA
P.O. Box 247 | Medina, WA 98039 | pta@medinapta.org
JoAnne | H: 425.455.4467 | C: 704.604.6016 | savorysoles@aol.com
Kristen | H: 425.455.0240 | C: 425.241.9093 | edelhertz@msn.com
Quick Links 
Medina PTA Website
Medina Elementary Website
THE BYTE Archive
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District Website
Tiger Wear
PACE 
Shop amazon.com via BSF 
Child Advocate Magazine - Parenting Today:  Meeting the Challenges
WA State PTA Website 
Shopping on AMAZON.COM?  
It's easy to raise money for our schools while you shop at Amazon.com.  Just go to the Bellevue Schools Foundation (BSF) website home page, www.bsfdn.org and click on the Amazon.com link.  BSF receives over 7% of each sale.  Remember, you must go through the BSF home page link for BSF to get credit for the order!
BRICK PAVERS for Main Entry Walkway 
ON SALE NOW!!!
Click here for PDF order form.  Brick Pavers make great gifts that will last a lifetime!  Buy a paver while supplies last - orders will be filled once we have at least 25 orders. 
 
Questions?  Click to contact Tobey Bryant. 
 
Parent Education 

 

Click here for info about Jubilee Reach Center's Winter Parenting Series focused on positive discipline.
 

 

Click here (and go to page 4) for information on Building Strong Families:  Parenting with Virtues at Somerset Elementary School Library.  Facilitated by Betsy Lydle Smith.  Series will be Mon. and Wed. evenings starting Feb. 18th.  ADVANCED REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY FEB. 6th.

Resources for Kids 

 
Click here
 for information about Camp Mariposa (coming right up) - an overnight camp aimed at helping children who have been affected by the drug and/or alcohol abuse or addiction of a family member.   

 

Click here for information about The Friend's Group -  a weekly support group aimed at helping children who have been affected by the drug and/or alcohol abuse or addiction of a family member.  

Math Whizz 

 

...is an online tutor used in Bellevue School District elementary classrooms.  Click here to sign up to use it at home.  As you 
register you will come to a price confirmation page. Enter the PTSA discount code Bellevue1 (case sensitive) and recalculate to receive the discounted rate of $14.99 per month instead of $19.99.  
Community Giving
Hopelink Foodbank Still Facing Shortages -- Click here to learn more...   

 

IMPORTANT!  In order to volunteer at Medina Elementary you must complete a Parent Volunteer Form in the school office.  This only needs to be done once for all your years at Medina Elementary.  Bring a copy of your driver's license - it must be attached to the form.
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