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January 22, 2009 
 

 

PLEASE take a few minutes to view this information...  and see what a DIFFERENCE it can make FOR OUR KIDS!
 
We know that getting involved in state politics is probably low on most people's lists of things they'd like to do, but, if there is one time to do it, the time is NOW.
There are TWO important things happening in Olympia right now that need your attention -- education budget cuts and education funding reform.  

 

EDUCATION FUNDING CUTS
 
Budget cuts are coming this year and next year and education funding will be hard hit.  Based on the rules we have today, if the state decreases the funding to a school district then the amount that district can raise in local levies is cut as well.  There is no doubt about it, the cuts are going to hurt.  Based on cuts to one aspect of education funding, BSD would lose 4 professional development days and 25 teachers next year.
 
EDUCATION FUNDING REFORM
 

Washington State has a constitutional duty, its paramount duty, to provide basic education to all children in the state.  Unfortunately, the definition of basic education falls far short of what our students need and certainly would not meet your expectations for your children's future.  Because the state funds only what is defined under the current definition, the funding also falls far short of what our students need.  On top of that, the complex funding formulas are failing our schools - they just aren't working.  The Basic Education Finance Task Force (BEFTF) was formed to address these issues.
It has taken decades of hard work by many frustrated parents, education supporters and lawmakers to get the BEFTF formed and ultimately to where we are today -- formal proposals from the Basic Education Finance Task Force scheduled for hearings next week under House Bill 1410 and Senate Bill 5444.  The WA State PTA supports these bills - click here to view talking points in favor of HB 1410 and Senate Bill 5444 and click here to view the WA State PTA website legislative center.  
 

So what can you do?  

 

1.  Click here to send your legislators letters urging them to support HB 1410 and Senate Bill 5444.  The 48th district representatives and many surrounding the 48th district already support education and have worked hard on education funding reform, including proposals for the Basic Education Finance Task Force.  So, why do we need to send them letters?  So they have the documentation of our support as they try move these changes through the legislature.
 

2.  Send letters to the Speaker of the House, the Senate Majority Leader and Committee Chairs of the Education Appropriations Committee, Education Committee, Finance Committee and the Ways & Means Committee urging them to support HB 1410 and Senate Bill 5444.  Copy and paste these email addresses: chopp.frank@leg.wa.gov; brown.lisa@leg.wa.gov; haigh.kathy@leg.wa.gov; quall.dave@leg.wa.gov; hunter.ross@leg.wa.gov; linville.kelli@leg.wa.gov)

3.  Attend the hearings scheduled for next week - see the schedule below.  The more people there showing support the better!

 
4.  Follow the WA State PTA link below to send their pre-written letter regarding budget cuts and education reform with your own comments.
 
___________________________________________________________________
 

It may be hard to imagine that any one of us can make a difference at this level, but we can if we act!  

 
 

From the WA State PTA
 

New Action Alert Message for the Governor - Follow the link below to take action today!
 
After the Governor released her budget proposal, we shut down our earlier education funding alert, recognizing that we needed to update our message. (Approximately 350 people responded to this first alert.)  We have created a new message (linked below) and again strongly encourage all, (even those who responded to the first alert) to complete it and to forward it on to your email lists. 
 
We want to let our elected officials know that despite these very difficult times, there is work that can be done to lay the groundwork for a better education finance structure in the future.  We are also expressing specific concern about the proposed 33% cuts to levy equalization money which would adversely affect those districts that already have less ability to raise local levy dollars. 
 
Click here to follow the link and Respond to the Governor's Budget Proposal Today! 
 

Schedule of Events in Olympia 

 

House Bill 1410 and Senate Bill 5444 are scheduled for public hearings next week.

Attendance by parents, educators and students will deliver a strong message: we want education reform to move forward this year. 

 

Press Conference
Cherberg Building (304 15th Ave., Olympia, WA 98502)
Senate Hearing Room 3
12:15 Introductions and overview of legislation
12:30 Q&A

Monday, January 26
 

Public hearing on Senate Bill 5444
Senate Early Learning & K-12 Committee
Cherberg Building, Hearing Room 1 
1:30 PM, Monday, January 26

Public hearing on Senate Bill 5444
Senate Early Learning & K-12 Committee
Cherberg Building, Hearing Room 1 
8 AM, Wednesday, January 28

Public hearing on House Bill 1410
House Education Appropriations Committee
John L O'Brien, Hearing Room A 
6 PM, Wednesday, January 28

Click here for a printable map of the Capitol campus with parking information.

The sponsors of SB 5444 and HB 1410 welcome your attendance at the Press Conference on January 26th to show that parents, educators and students also support school finance reform legislation. 

House members who've signed on to HB 1410:
Reps. Sullivan, Priest, Hunter, Anderson, Carlyle, Haler, Maxwell, Pedersen, Rolfes, Quall, Springer, Dammeier, Hope, Eddy, Liias, Clibborn, Goodman, Williams, VanDeWege, Chase, Morris, Morrell, McCoy, Kagi, Kessler, Newhouse, Simpson, Darneille, Rodne, Nelson, Probst, Miloscia, Driscoll, White, Moeller, Ormsby, Kelley, and Wood.

Sponsors for SB 5444 include:
 

Sens. Jarrett, Pflug, Tom, Ranker, Oemig, McAuliffe, Eide, Fairley, Shin, Hobbs, Rockefeller, Kline, McDermott, Haugen, and Kohl-Welles.

 

Please feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns you may have on any PTA topics. 
 
Sincerely, 
JoAnne Buxton & Kristen Edelhertz 
 

Medina Elementary PTA
P.O. Box 247 | Medina, WA 98039 | pta@medinapta.org
JoAnne | H: 425.455.4467 | C: 704.604.6016 | savorysoles@aol.com
Kristen | H: 425.455.0240 | C: 425.241.9093 | edelhertz@msn.com
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