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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

 
We hope you all had a wonderful break!  
 
We are very excited to head back to school and to ramp up for the fabulous SODO SOIREE Auction Party on Saturday, March 7th!  We know many of you have been working on some fabulous class projects that we can't wait to see.  We also have a great team working hard behind the scenes to make this year's auction a successful and fun event so keep checking the BYTE for more information!   We hope to see each and every one of you at the auction party and we hope that everyone can find a way to contribute.  Need to know how?  See below for more information!  
 
We have not heard how the December snow days will be made up but we will let you all know as soon as we hear something. 
 
Please save the date for our next GENERAL ASSEMBLY meeting on Wednesday, January 14th at 6:00 p.m.  
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Sodo Soiree procurement is well underway and we need everyone's help to make this years auction successful for our school and children.  We are seeking cabins or second homes for 3-4 day getaways.  If anyone would be kind enough to donate their homes or timeshares we would greatly appreciate it.   Please contact Alice Souders at (425) 681-6855 or alisimo1@aol.com. 
 
Auction Sponsorship Opportunities:  
Do you have (or know of) a business you think would benefit from exposure to the Medina Elementary Community?  Medina families are strong, loyal supporters of the local business community.  The success of our businesses and the success of our school go hand in hand.  In this spirit, we are limiting sponsorship opportunities to a handful this year and are targeting companies we believe will truly benefit from this opportunity.  Because of the smaller number of sponsors we will be more able to customize the promotions to our 400+ families. 
 
Please contact Sheila Getz with any suggestions and our wonderful sponsorship chairs Jen Garone and Suzanne Singleton will follow up with your contact.
 
Medina Chess Tournament - Saturday, January 10th
 

Entry Fee: $18.75 ($17.00 + $1.75 online convenience fee) 

On-line registration only at Signup4Chess. Tournament registration closes Wednesday, January 7th, 2009.
After School Foreign Language Program
Winter/Spring Session Registration is Open
 
Starting 1/13/2009 we will continue to offer Mandarin, Spanish & French language classes at our school.   
Click here for the registration form.  Complete it and return to the school office.  Contact Sheedeh Mohazzabfar with any questions.
Bellevue School District Information Nights
Bellevue elementary, middle and high schools have announced the dates and time they will be hosting information meetings for the parents of Fall 2009 incoming Kindergartners, 6th graders and 9th graders.  Use the links below to access additional details on informational meetings for:  
Kindergarten
Middle School
High School   
Calendar Items: 
· Jan. 8th - Odle Middle School Info Night - 6:00 pm

· Jan. 10th - Medina Chess Tournament

· Jan. 13th - International School Information Night 7pm

· Jan. 12th - Girls Lacrosse Sign-ups

· Jan. 14th - General Assembly PTA Meeting

· Jan. 15th - Parent Ed at Sacred Heart School

· Jan. 19th - NO SCHOOL 

· Jan. 21st - Puesta Del Sol Elementary Info Night 6:30pm

· Jan. 24th - GATE Testing at 9:00 a.m. at Medina

· Feb. 16th - NO SCHOOL

· Feb. 26th - FOCUS DAY Rally in Olympia - SAVE THE DATE!

· March 7th - Sodo Soiree Auction

To Do Items:
· Offer a contribution or your time to the Sodo Soiree Auction! 

· Bring in cartridges/electronics for Green Team. 

· Join the PTA!  Get a Directory! 

· Complete the BSD Parent Volunteer Form in the school office (include a copy of your drivers license.) 

· Sign up for PACE!  This is an easy, win-win fundraiser for the school -- you save and get money back on certain purchases while the school makes money everytime you buy from participating merchants. 

· Add money to your lunch accounts!  WE ARE OPERATING IN THE RED.  Bring check or cash and place in the lunch money bucket in the office or access PayPams to pay by credit card.  
GIVE TO THE SMILE JAR!
Tickets to sport events, dance & drama performances, lectures or unused gift certificates, that you cannot use?  
DONATE to our teachers/ staff!  Drop off your tickets at the office front desk, (last minute or day of the event is fine!!!).  You may send them in with your child. Ms. Chris or Ms. Molly will take it from there, making sure they land in the hands of a staff member who will appreciate them! Questions?  Contact Kathy Mitchell or Carolyn Clark. 
 

Kid's Sports & Activities Corner
 
Bellevue Wolverines Girls Lacrosse Club - Come join the fun of the fastest growing sport!  Expanded to include 5/6 & 7/6 Teams!  REGISTRATION NIGHT FOR THIS SEASON IS JANUARY 12TH @ BHS Cafeteria 5/6 - 7:00pm; 7/8 - 7:30pm and High School girls 8-9:00pm.  For more information visit www.BellevueGirlsLAX.com or contact: Meg Penner <megpenner@hotmail.com> for 5/6 Laurie Finnelly <pfinnelly@sprintmail.com> for 7/8.

Bellevue West Little League - Registration for '09 baseball opens Monday, November 24th.  Click here to register online.  Sign up now to insure your placement, avoid late fees and to take advantage of the free indoors winter training & batting sessions sponsored by BWLL starting next month @ Stods.  
 
Language Classes 
- Our children live in one of the best places in the country for bilingualism (one in four Bellevue residents claim a birthplace outside the U.S.)!  The City of Bellevue Parks Department offers language classes for kids.  Kids can learn Chinese, Japanese, Korean, or Spanish (Italian will start in January). Click here for more information - registration for winter quarter begins 11/24.  This program is separate from Medina's own after school language program.
 
Overlake Hospital Classes for families, parenting, babysitting, safety and more! For information go click Overlake Classes.
 
Please feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns you may have on any PTA topics. 
 
Sincerely, 
JoAnne Buxton & Kristen Edelhertz 
 

Medina Elementary PTA
P.O. Box 247 | Medina, WA 98039 | pta@medinapta.org
JoAnne | H: 425.455.4467 | C: 704.604.6016 | savorysoles@aol.com
Kristen | H: 425.455.0240 | C: 425.241.9093 | edelhertz@msn.com
Quick Links 
Medina PTA Website
Medina Elementary Website
THE BYTE Archive

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001o0bYV5i3BZ1Jewq-5iZCsY7WkOvPd5dFQzR6UrbPS8kL3cMw_EUVljwoyZT886GxjGnZEdjvXVKph9Lfu43auFjQ4EqC3zUkVvsDX8utyueM9FkJ2GUyyZjAOFMuoQsp" \o "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001o0bYV5i3BZ1Jewq-5iZCsY7WkOvPd5dFQzR6UrbPS8kL3cMw_EUVljwoyZT886GxjGnZEdjvXVKph9Lfu43auFjQ4EqC3zUkVvsDX8utyueM9FkJ2GUyyZjAOFMuoQsp" \t "_blank" 

District Website
Tiger Wear
PACE 
Shop amazon.com via BSF 
Child Advocate Magazine - Building Strong Parent/Child Relationships
WA State PTA Website 
Shopping on AMAZON.COM?  
It's easy to raise money for our schools while you shop at Amazon.com.  Just go to the Bellevue Schools Foundation (BSF) website home page, www.bsfdn.org and click on the Amazon.com link.  BSF receives over 7% of each sale.  Remember, you must go through the BSF home page link for BSF to get credit for the order!
BRICK PAVERS for Main Entry Walkway 
ON SALE NOW!!!
Click here for PDF order form.  Brick Pavers make great gifts that will last a lifetime!  Buy a paver while supplies last - orders will be filled once we have at least 25 orders. 
 
Questions?  Click to contact Tobey Bryant. 
 
Math Whizz 

 

...is an online tutor used in Bellevue School District elementary classrooms.  Click here to sign up to use it at home.  As you 
register you will come to a price confirmation page. Enter the PTSA discount code Bellevue1 (case sensitive) and recalculate to receive the discounted rate of $14.99 per month instead of $19.99.  
Community Giving
Hopelink Foodbank Still Facing Shortages -- Click here to learn more...   

 

IMPORTANT!   In order to volunteer at Medina Elementary you must complete a Parent Volunteer Form in the school office.  This only needs to be done once  for all your years at Medina Elementary.  Bring a copy of your driver's license - it must be attached to the form. 
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