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PAVER BRICKS ON SALE AGAIN!!!
Did you miss the opportunity to buy a paver at the entrance to Medina Elementary School?  Would your family, child or teacher like to have a paver?  
 
Pavers make great gifts that will last a lifetime!  We are offering you another opportunity to buy a paver while supplies last - and you will be supporting Medina Elementary at the same time!  Orders will be filled once we have at least 25 orders.  Click here for the order form.  Questions?  Click to contact Tobey Bryant. 
 
PARENT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES
 

 

Sugar & Spice But Not Always Nice 

December 2, 2008

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Medina Elementary Gym

CLICK HERE TO RSVP!

Medina PTA invites you to attend a free presentation of "Sugar & Spice but Not Always Nice" with speaker & educator, Rosetta Eun Ryong Lee.  She will talk about what we can do to promote healthy relationships among girls.  For more information click here.   Attendees are asked to print the following documents and bring them to the event:  Sugar & Spice Slides, Social Development, Adolescent Speak, Relational Aggression, Advice for Bullies & Victims 

 

 
The Young & the Restless
January 15, 2009
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Sacred Heart Church  
 
Sacred Heart School's Parent Club invites all Medina parents to attend a free presentation by Julie Metzger, RN MN.  She will be speaking about "the social lives of our children and how they see themselves."  Click here to view her website and click here to view the flyer for the event. 
 
 

A is for Appreciation - Medina Staff Appreciation
 

GIVE TO THE SMILE JAR!
· Do you have tickets to sport events, dance & drama performances, lectures and other events you cannot use? 
· Do you have unused gift certificates?  
· Do you wish you could give the tickets to someone who would enjoy the event or performance?
TO DONATE: 
· Drop off your tickets at the office front desk, (last minute/day of the event is fine!!!).  You may send them in with your child. 
· Ms. Chris or Ms. Molly will take it from there, making sure they land in the hands of a staff member who will appreciate them!
Look for the SMILE JAR at the front desk!!!
 
Questions?  Contact Kathy Mitchell or Carolyn Clark.
 
Reflections
Update!
 
Thank you to all the parents who helped their students submit creative entries for this year's Reflections program!
 
Winners showing "Outstanding Interpretation" will be announced this week! 
 
The Crossroads Reflections Art Show will be January 12-18 with an awards ceremony on Sunday, January 18th.
More information regarding the show, literature reading and the next level of competition will follow.
 
Please contact me with any questions!
Gretchen Pingree
425.417.9957
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR - DECEMBER 8th - 12th 
 

 
Mrs. Dickens and Ms. Rodgers, our librarians, need helpers for set up, cashiering and break-down. It's a lot of fun--and a great way to see what books and goodies are hits with the kids (perfect stocking stuffers and holiday gifts).
 

Set Up
2-3 people needed
Friday 12/5 -- 10:30 am - noon
 
Cashiers
2 people needed per shift
Monday-Friday 12/8-12/12 
7:45am - 11:05am
11:05am - 3:00pm (Wednesday only until 12:30) 
6:00pm - 8:00pm Family Night Wednesday 12/10
                                                                                                        
Breakdown
2-3 people needed
Friday 12/12 after 3:00 pm
 
Click email Heather Singh to sign up.  It really is a lot of fun! 
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Thanks!  You Answered the Call!
Bellevue schools are among the best in the nation, thanks to strong community support.  Thanks to your support, Phonathon has so far raised $176,413 from 2,216 parents to support a great education for Bellevue students!  Our fall fundraiser is critical, because we need to pay for books and training that will be used this year. 
More than 250 volunteers - parents, high school students, teachers, principals and BSF Trustees - called parents across the district to talk about the programs your donations help fund, from academic improvements and student support to teacher training and certification.  This amazing effort will raise about 19% of our $1.4 million budget, and improve all student learning across the district.  That includes your kids! :-)
It's not too late to give!  We need your help to reach our $280,000 goal.  Click here to make a secure online gift.   Gifts to BSF impact every school, every classroom, every child - every day.
Cartridges for Kids - Nov. 17 - Dec. 5 

 

Students may bring in the items below with parent permission.  These items can be collected at home, around the neighborhood or at work.  They should come with chargers, controllers and any other accessory that can be found for them.             

cell phones
video game consoles 
video games
empty inkjet cartridges
GPS systems 
digital cameras 
laptops 
PDAs/Palm Pilots 
iPods 
 
Parents can also help by finding business that use inkjet printers and/or small electronics that can be collected for Medina Elementary. 
 
Students can turn the items in to their grade level representative: 
K-Nowak / 1st-Ptak / 2nd-Grambush / 3rd-Rauch / 4th-Weenan / 5th-Spengler.  
 
Click here for more information.  Any questions please contact Kristi Stroyan.

Calendar Items: 
· Nov. 17 - Dec. 5 - Green Team Cartridges for Kids
· Nov. 25th - School Board Meeting - 7:30pm 

· Nov. 27-28 - NO SCHOOL - Thanksgiving

· Dec. 2nd - GurlZone program starts - 3:30 pm
· Dec. 2nd - Sugar & Spice, Not So Nice Parent Program

· Dec. 3rd - Principal Coffee - Everyone Welcome 8:30 am

· Dec. 8-12 - Scholastic Book Fair

· Dec. 15th - Bellevue Ski School registration ends

· Dec. 24th - Jan. 2nd - NO SCHOOL

· Jan. 14th - General Assembly PTA Meeting

· Jan. 15th - Parent Ed at Sacred Heart School

To Do Items:
· Attend School Board Meeting - Superintendent Search 

· Attend Principal Coffee at 8:30 on Dec. 3rd 

· Volunteer to help with the book fair. 

· Join the PTA!  Get a Directory! 

· Complete the BSD Parent Volunteer Form in the school office (include a copy of your drivers license.) 

· Sign up for PACE!  This is an easy, win-win fundraiser for the school -- you save and get money back on certain purchases while the school makes money everytime you buy from participating merchants. 

· Add money to your lunch accounts!  Bring check or cash and place in the lunch money bucket in the office or access PayPams to pay by credit card.  

INFO FROM STATE PTA
 

New Resources Available from the "It's Basic" Education Funding Campaign 

Washington's system to pay for schools is broken. Statewide, many districts face budget cuts, some severe.  
 
The good news is the Basic Education Finance Task Force is developing a new funding model. To do that, the task force needs to define what kids need, price it, and make sure the funding source is stable. Below are links to new resources from the Washington PTA's "It's Basic: Basic Education Finance" campaign.  We want to make sure all PTA members understand what is going on right now with education reform.
Resource List - December Newsletter Article -
December Talking Points
 

New Resources from Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction
A series of new fact sheets called "Your Child's Progress" describe general state learning expectations and assessment requirements in grades K-10.
 

Kid's Sports & Activities Corner
 
Bellevue West Little League - Registration for '09 baseball opens Monday, November 24th.  Click here to register online.  Sign up now to insure your placement, avoid late fees and to take advantage of the free indoors winter training & batting sessions sponsored by BWLL starting next month @ Stods.  
Bellevue Ski School - Bellevue Ski School starts on January 10th.  Sign up now for discounted pricing through November 30th.  All registration is online so, click here to access the website for ski school dates & great information.  Registration ends on December 15th. 
Language Classes - Our children live in one of the best places in the country for bilingualism (one in four Bellevue residents claim a birthplace outside the U.S.)!  The City of Bellevue Parks Department offers language classes for kids.  Kids can learn Chinese, Japanese, Korean, or Spanish (Italian will start in January). Click here for more information - registration for winter quarter begins 11/24.  
 
Bellevue Boys Lacrosse registration for boys grades 1st-8th is open -click here.  Spots are available in 1/2 and 5/6 programs.  3/4 and 7/8 programs are full but please register and you will be wait listed. If you have questions, please visit Bellevue Lacrosse or click to contact Tina Alexieff, Youth Coord., Bellevue Lacrosse.
 
Overlake Hospital Classes for families, parenting, babysitting, safety and more! For information go click Overlake Classes.
 
Please feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns you may have on any PTA topics. 
 
Sincerely, 
JoAnne Buxton & Kristen Edelhertz 
 

Medina Elementary PTA
P.O. Box 247 | Medina, WA 98039 | pta@medinapta.org
JoAnne | H: 425.455.4467 | C: 704.604.6016 | savorysoles@aol.com
Kristen | H: 425.455.0240 | C: 425.241.9093 | edelhertz@msn.com
Quick Links 
Medina PTA Website
Medina Elementary Website
Newsletter Archive
District Website
Tiger Wear
PACE 
Shop amazon.com via BSF 
Child Advocate Magazine - Top Safety Concerns: What Parents Can Do to Protect Children and Youth 
WA State PTA Website 
MUCHAS GRACIAS, 1st grade families for hosting a wonderful Staff "Fiesta" Lunch this week!  The teachers & staff thoroughly enjoyed the chance to mingle together over lunch and a break from the sack lunch routine!  Special thanks 1st Grade Room Parents, Heidi Buck, Mary Kim, Darcy Johnson, Hwa Park and Susan Bauer for coordinating the Mexican lunch!

- Staff Appreciation Committee 
Shopping on AMAZON.COM?  
It's easy to raise money for our schools while you shop at Amazon.com.  Just go to the Bellevue Schools Foundation (BSF) website home page, www.bsfdn.org and click on the Amazon.com link.  BSF receives over 7% of each sale.  Remember, you must go through the BSF home page link for BSF to get credit for the order!
Check LOST & FOUND
Items are accumulating and will be donated if not claimed!!!  Please check LOST & FOUND in the hall next to the GYM for any belongings that you might be missing!   
 
Also check the staff room (near the pop machine) for plates, bowls, etc. left at staff lunches. Thank you! 
 
Beanie Babies for Iraqi Children! 

 

As part of a school wide effort to celebrate Veteran's Day this year, Officer Matt from the Medina Police Department, an Army veteran himself, will be collecting beanie babies!
The beanie babies will be sent to soldiers in Iraq who will distribute them to children in need. Please bring your beanie babies to the music room for Ms. Escobar to collect!  

 

Stephanie Escobar - Elementary Music Specialist
Medina m/w/th - Enatai tu/f
425-456-5447
IMPORTANT!   In order to volunteer at Medina Elementary you must complete a Parent Volunteer Form in the school office.  This only needs to be done once  for all your years at Medina Elementary.  Bring a copy of your driver's license - it must be attached to the form. 
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