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Have you checked your child(ren) for LICE?  With busy schedules it is easy to forget but we all need to be checking simultaneously for at least 14 days!  
 

Bellevue School District Databases Available for Student Research 
 

If you missed Ms. Arika's presentation last Wednesday you can still stop in at the library to get the IDs and passwords to access BSD's databases for student research at home.  The databases provide links to sites that are child-safe, vetted by educators, geared toward elementary-aged children and have been proven to be extremely useful.  They will save lots of time over using Google for research!  To see what sites are available, go to the http://weblibr.bsd405.org and look under the Library Catalog web links in the left-hand column.  

 

(BSD pays a fee to have access to the research databases so IDs and passwords CANNOT be emailed - you or your child must pick them up from the library in person or you may contact the library to make arrangments for the information to be sent home.) 

 

Wondering about your registration for Medina Snowsports?
 
There was a great response to the program this year and our goal is to get as many kids on the mountain as possible!  We are working with the Mountain to line up instructors and as soon as we know how many instructors will be available, we'll be confirming the program participants via email.  We appreciate your patience, and in the meantime, THINK SNOW!
 
Kristin Hawblitzel, Teri Jenson and Lynn Semler 

Medina Snowsports Coordinators
LEGISLATIVE ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 

DATE:     November 20, 2008 
TIME:      7:00 PM
 
WHERE:  Newcastle Elementary  8400 136th Ave. S. W., Newcastle  

                (Click here for driving directions)  


This night is an opportunity for citizens of the entire Eastside to meet with their elected State officials to Olympia.  So far, Fred Jarrett, Judy Clibborn, Ross Hunter, Rodney Tom and Roger Goodman are scheduled to be there to answer questions.  More may join us.  There will be ample time for individual discussions with all of them.
 
The event is sponsored by Region 2 of PTA which includes Bellevue, Mercer Island, Issaquah, Lake Washington, Riverview, and Snoqualmie Valley.
 
DON'T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH YOUR STATE REPRESENTATIVES AND SENATORS!!!
BSD SUPERINTENDENT SEARCH UPDATE
 

 

Public Meeting to Receive Public Input:
DATE:      Thursday, November 13th
TIME:       7:00 p.m.
WHERE:   BSD Transportation Training Center - 12025 NE 5th St.   

 

Directions:  From 120th NE (same street as Home Depot), turn onto NE 5th St. and head up the hill.  Take the first right and enter the lower parking lot.  TTC is at the far end of this lower parking lot.
 
During the meeting, the consultant will ask for:

· Strengths of the district, 

· Challenges the district will face in the future, 

· Desirable characteristics of our next superintendent and

· Suggestions for someone you'd like to see the search firm recruit. 

If you cannot attend this feedback session, please share your thoughts and opinions with the superintendent search consultants via the feedback forms that are now posted on the BSD website and can be accessed by the links below: 
Microsoft Word Format - Leadership Profile Assessment
 

PDF: Leadership Profile Assessment 
 

After completing the form you can return it to the consultants via email, fax or snail mail (addresses are on the forms).  Forms must be in by Tuesday, November 18.
 
Based on feedback from the staff and community meetings, the search firm will present a profile of desirable characteristics of the next superintendent that will be used to publicize the job opening and recruit candidates.  The superintendent profile will be shared with the school board at a public meeting on Tuesday, November 25, at 7:30 p.m. in the school board meeting room, 12111 NE First Street, Bellevue, WA 98005.
IMPORTANT PTA ANNOUNCEMENTS
Congratulations to our new 2008-09 PTA Co-Presidents Elect, Patty Jordan and Jen Bishop, who were elected at the General Assembly meeting last Wednesday!
Also elected at the General Assembly meeting was our NOMINATING COMMITTEE (Heidi Buck, Lisa Fleischman, Gail Pratt, Debbie Scott and Ingrid Angier).  The nominating committee will be looking for individuals to serve on the Executive Commitee for the 2009-10 school year.  The positions are: 

· PTA Co-President Elect 2009-10  

· VP of  Fundraising 

· VP of Programs 

· Treasurer (moves up to VP of Finance in 2010-11) 

· Secretary

Please click nominating committee to contact them if you are interested in one of the positions or if you would like to recommend someone for a position.  ALL PTA members are eligible to serve on the Executive Committee.  WE NEED YOU!!!

Thanks to Teri Pool and Melissa Brandenfels for putting together our fabulous DIRECTORIES!  The directories were distributed to PTA members last week.  PTA members can purchase additional directories for $5.00 in the office.  If you would like to get a directory you can join PTA (just fill out a form in the office and leave your form and check in the treasurer's envelope or click here to join online).  

 

Calendar Items:  
· Nov. 10th - Yearbook Cover entries due! 
· Nov. 10-13th - BSF Phonathon
· Nov. 14th - Favorite Lunch Ballots are due!
· Nov. 11th - NO SCHOOL - Veteran's Day
· Nov. 18th - Jubilee REACH Center Parent Education
· Nov. 27-28 - NO SCHOOL - Thanksgiving
· Dec. 24th - Jan. 2nd - NO SCHOOL
BSD UPDATED 2008-09 CALENDAR
To Do Items:
· Check lost & found! 

· Sign up to call for BSF Phonathon.  

· Answer the BSF phone call and make your pledge!  

· Have your child complete a lunch ballot! 

· Join the PTA to get your directory!  

· Complete the BSD Parent Volunteer Form in the school office (include a copy of your drivers license.) 

· Sign up for PACE anytime (go to Quick Links)! This is an easy, win-win fundraiser for the school -- you receive discounts and get money back on certain purchases while the school makes money everytime you buy from participating merchants. 

· Add money to your lunch accounts!  Place money in the lunch money bucket in the office or access PayPams to pay by credit card.  FYI: 20 days (1 month)/$55; 40 days/$110; 60 days/$165.

KIDS CAN VOTE!!! 
 
Nutritional Services is doing a "Vote for Your Favorite Lunch" contest! 
 
Menus will be coming home with a ballot at the bottom or click here to print one out.  Completed ballots must be returned to the office by Friday Nov 14th! 

  
Schools with the most returned ballots will earn a special international lunch! 
Yearbook Cover Contest!
Entries Due Monday, November 10
 
All Medina Elementary students are invited to enter their drawings in the annual YEARBOOK COVER CONTEST.
The cover theme this year is "Passport to Greatness." 
· Use 8x11 WHITE COPY PAPER from your home or classroom. The drawing must be VERTICAL. 
· Use a lot of COLOR! Fill the page! Your drawing must relate to the theme. CRAYONS, COLORED MARKERS or COLORED PENCILS are OK! (No highlighters please.) 
· A TIGER (our mascot) can be used, but does not have to be included. 
· Make sure you have MEDINA ELEMENTARY (spelled correctly) and 2008-2009 somewhere in your cover picture. 
· Include YOUR NAME on the BACK of your artwork and put it in the Yearbook Cover Contest envelope in the school office. 
· You may enter more than once. 
· The deadline for your entry is MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10th. 
If you have any questions, please contact Gail Kaneko (425) 453-9749 or gailkaneko@msn.com. 
Information from the WA State PTA 

 
Learn more about "It's Basic" - PTA's Education Funding campaign. Click here for October/November Article. 
________________________________________________ 
Wanted:  Committee Members for One Day Only!
The Applegate Grants Committee is seeking 4-6 PTA/PTSA members to review applications and make award decisions.  Applicants from all regions are encouraged.  
 
Date:       Saturday, December 6, 2008 @ 11AM
Location:  Newcastle, WA area
RSVP:      Click here to email - include your name, phone #, region # (#2), and local PTA name (Medina Elementary PTA)  

_______________________________________________ 
PTA Men: Partners in Making a Difference Essay Contest - Sponsored this year by the Seattle Mariners!
To recognize the importance of male role models in children's lives, The Washington State PTA is conducting its annual PTA Men's Essay Contest, which is open to all K-12 students throughout the state of Washington. 
 
Students are invited to submit essays describing the importance of a male role model--a father, grandfather, uncle, brother, step-father, teacher, mentor, pastor/priest, coach or friend.  The deadline for submitting essays is February 1, 2009. Entries will be judged on content, style and appropriate use of conventions according to the Washington Essential Learning Requirements for writing.  Prizes will be awarded on the regional and state level in each of four grade groups:  K-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12.   One statewide winner will be selected in each age group, and those students will be recognized at Washington State PTA's annual convention the first weekend of May, 2009.  The Seattle Mariners will present each statewide winner with 4 VIP tickets to a Mariners' home game during the 2009 baseball season.  For more information, click here.  
Can you help?
 
Lake Hills Elementary's 'Baby Corner' provides used clothing and other supplies to families.  They currently have 27 orders on waitlist because they need supplies.  If you can help please drop off donations at Lake Hills.  The following items are needed: 
 
DIAPERS (all sizes infant through pull-ups)
BABY FORMULA
BABY FOOD (jars, not frozen) 
BABY WIPES
Clothing (12 month and 24 month sizes)
Clothing for ages 3-10
IMPORTANT!   In order to volunteer at Medina Elementary you must complete a Parent Volunteer Form in the school office.  This only needs to be done once for all your years at Medina Elementary.  Bring a copy of your driver's license - it must be attached to the form.

Please feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns you may have on any PTA topics. 
 
Sincerely, 
JoAnne Buxton & Kristen Edelhertz 
 

Medina Elementary PTA
P.O. Box 247 | Medina, WA 98039 | pta@medinapta.org
JoAnne | H: 425.455.4467 | C: 704.604.6016 | savorysoles@aol.com
Kristen | H: 425.455.0240 | C: 425.241.9093 | edelhertz@msn.com
Quick Links 
Medina PTA Website
Medina Elementary Website
Newsletter Archive
District Website
Tiger Wear
PACE
Shop amazon.com via BSF 

Child Advocate Magazine - Top Safety Concerns: What Parents Can Do to Protect Children and Youth
LIBRARY HAPPENINGS
 

Author Spotlight  Each month, a notable children's author is featured in an informational display at the front of the library.  November will feature husband-and-wife authors Jerry and Eileen Spinelli.  Stop by for a fun, interactive look at some of the best authors for children and perhaps check out a book or two!
 
Author Appearances  Celebrated children's author and illustrator Tomie DePaola is coming to Seattle!  He will read from his new pop-up book, Brava, Strega Nona, at the University Bookstore in Seattle on Monday, November 17 at 1:30pm. Following the reading, he will be available to sign books. For more information, click here.
 
Looking Ahead  Mark your calendar!  The Scholastic Book Fair is coming Dec. 8-12!  Extra volunteers will be needed to make this event great (set-up, cashiering, product pick-up and break-down).  More information on how to help will come shortly.  As always, proceeds from the book fair benefit the library book budget.  
 
Ms. Arika
Medina Librarian 

(W, Th, F) 
425.456.5413 

  
Check LOST & FOUND
Items are accumulating and will be donated if not claimed!!!  Please check LOST & FOUND in the hall next to the GYM for any belongings that you might be missing!  
Kid's Sports & Activities Corner 

 

NEW!  
Boys Lacrosse 
Registration for NEW PLAYERS is NOW OPEN!
 
Bellevue Boys Lacrosse player registration for boys in grades 1st through 8th is now available - click here.  Spots are available on our 1/2 and 5/6 programs so don't delay.  Our 3/4 and 7/8 programs are full at this time, but please register if you are interested in playing.  If a spot opens up, you will be notified by email in the order in which you registered. If you have questions, please visit the Bellevue Lacrosse website or click to contact Tina Alexieff, Youth Coordinator, Bellevue Lacrosse.
 

Overlake Hospital Classes for Families
Parenting, babysitting, safety classes and more!For information go click  Overlake Classes.

 

Parent Education Sessions at Jubilee REACH Center on Tuesdays from 6:45 to 7:45 pm.

* Nov. 4:    How the school system works 
 
* Nov 18:   How to deal with stress & anxiety 

Click here for flyer with more information. 
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